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Crisis in 
Colombia 


Drugs & Guns: US spikes 
military aid for Colombia war 
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How and why to bring chaos in the streets to the Democratic and 
Republican Conventions August 14-17 and July 31-August 3 

by PB Floyd Shutting down or massively disrupting 

Massive, militant protests at both the the Democratic and Republican conventions 
Democratic and Republican conventions this this summer and the successful shut down of 

summer are expected to raise a visible and the WTO last November are battles in a 


forces dominate the earth and its people. 
Decisions affecting everyone and everything 
are monopolized in a few private hands, and 


By S. Finch & R.W. Blackburd 

The Clinton Administration's $1.6 billion 
military aid package to Colombia, sought in the 
name of fighting the “war on drugs”, is a 
cynical and multi-layered policy initiative 
against Columbia’s poor and for global 
capitalist domination. With the package, 
Columbia will receive more US military aid than 
any other country, save Israel and Egypt, 
signaling that Columbia is the country to watch 
to prevent another Vietnam-like military 
disaster. 

The aid package is cynical because fighting 
drugs is at best a convenient cover for a policy 
far more important to US interests: 
eliminating insurgencies in the hemisphere. US 
officials privately know destroying drug crops 
at the source doesn’t keep drugs off US 
streets. Nor do they care—the US 
government needs drugs to justify the prison 
industrial complex and to get the public to 
accept ever more government power in the 
name of “public safety” and the war on drugs. 
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How and why to bring chaos in the streets to the Democratic and 
Republican Conventions August 14-17 and July 31-August 3 


by PB Floyd 

Massive, militant protests at both the 
Democratic and Republican conventions this 
summer are expected to raise a visible and 
fundamental challenge to the corrupt, 
political system in the United States. Only a 
matter of months after the historic Battle 
of Seattle which uncovered wide popular 
dissatisfaction over the increasing pace of 
corporate domination, global environmental 
devastation and gross income inequality, 
there is no discussion of the real issues in 
the Presidential race between the 
Democrats and the Republicans. Its up to 
direct action oriented youth, radical 
grannies, environmentalists, anarchists and 
militant labor to split the lie of the electoral 
system wide open for all to see. 

Every presidential election year since the 
1960s, the party conventions have been a 
gathering point for activists. In recent 
years, these protests have sometimes taken 
on a routine, predictable, formulaic feeling. 
They have been easily ignored by the media, 
who keep busy fitting protests into the 
comfortable mold of single issue politics, 
demanding reform or minor concessions—at 
most, perhaps a third party alternative. 

The summer of 2000 will be different 
because of our innovative, confrontational, 
disruptive tactics, increased willingness to 
take risks, focused and radical political 
critique and breathtaking daring. And 
hopefully, a good measure of luck. 


Shutting down or massively disrupting 
the Democratic and Republican conventions 
this summer and the successful shut down of 
the WTO last November are battles in a 
common struggle. The Democrats and 
Republicans represent corporate interests 
in the US government while the WTO 
represents corporate interests in trade 
rules that dominate all world governments. 
And its not just about voting for a third 
party that would claim to stand for 

The conventions 
represent another 
opportunity to expand 
the sense that 
something is very wrong, 
and you don’t have to 
just take it 

something different—the problem is about 
voting for one’s own rulers; about having 
rulers at all. 

In essence, the Democrats, the 
Republicans, the US government, the WTO, 
the IMF, the World Bank, Wall Street, the 
arms industry, factory farming, the 
mainstream media, etc. are all institutional 
expressions of a vast system of corporate 
domination in which powerful economic 


forces dominate the earth and its people. 
Decisions affecting everyone and everything 
are monopolized in a few private hands, and 
are made not in the interest of human 
happiness, beauty, sustainability or health, 
but in pursuit of short term accumulation of 
money for its own sake, divorced from any 
consideration of the real world effects of 
“economic progress”. 

Somewhere in New York or London or 
Tokyo, a few men are deciding which species 
will survive, which children will starve, which 
will toil in factories, who will lose their land 
to cattle ranching or hydroelectric dams, 
whether the air will be clean, and what you 
will do, buy, and know. They meet in secret. 
Its not a conspiracy—its called private 
industry. 

The US government is a focal point for 
global corporate domination. The US 
government has been one of the main 
proponents of the WTO. As the last 
remaining super-power, the US government 
and its military provide the might to back up 
the economic power of the WTO. Attacks 
on the Democrats and Republicans strike at 
the core, where corporations buy control of 
the US government for mere pennies. 

Even a cursory examination of the 
Democrats and Republicans demonstrates 
that they are the same—one party with two 
names representing the interests of 
corporations. On any policy important to 
corporate expansion and control, they share 
one position and act in concert to promote 

“arowth” and “iohs” Thfi tinv/ numhor nf 


By S. Finch & R.W. Blackburd 

The Clinton Administration’s $1.6 billion 
military aid package to Colombia, sought in the 
name of fighting the “war on drugs”, is a 
cynical and multi-layered policy initiative 
against Columbia’s poor and for global 
capitalist domination. With the package, 
Columbia will receive more US military aid than 
any other country, save Israel and Egypt, 
signaling that Columbia is the country to watch 
to prevent another Vietnam-like military 
disaster. 

The aid package is cynical because fighting 
drugs is at best a convenient cover for a policy 
far more important to US interests: 
eliminating insurgencies in the hemisphere. US 
officials privately know destroying drug crops 
at the source doesn’t keep drugs off US 
streets. Nor do they care—the US 
government needs drugs to justify the prison 
industrial complex and to get the public to 
accept ever more government power in the 
name of “public safely” and the war on drugs. 
Tellingly, Congress rejected an amendment to 
the aid package that would have provided 
funding for drug abuse treatment in the U.S. 

The package is multi-layered because the 
US sponsored hostilities are both cause and 
effect. The insurgencies in Columbia are in 
part a direct result of global forces which are 
moving peasants away from subsistence 
agriculture and towards urban industrial 
employment world-wide. Columbia’s governing 
elite, in league with the IMF and World Bank, 
needs to maintain these policies, known 
generally as structural adjustment, to maintain 
economic growth and their own power. 
Obtaining funding to suppress insurgency is a 
cost of doing business in a world economy 
intent on snuffing out peasant life. To 



complete the circle, drug suppression 






Does this look like: 

(a) Seattle 

(b) Los Angeles 

(c) Philadelphia 

(d) All of the Above 
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dissatisfaction over the increasing pace of 
corporate domination, global environmental 
devastation and gross income inequality, 
there is no discussion of the real issues in 
the Presidential race between the 
Democrats and the Republicans. Its up to 
direct action oriented youth, radical 
grannies, environmentalists, anarchists and 
militant labor to split the lie of the electoral 
system wide open for all to see. 

Every presidential election year since the 
1960s, the party conventions have been a 
gathering point for activists. In recent 
years, these protests have sometimes taken 
on a routine, predictable, formulaic feeling. 
They have been easily ignored by the media, 
who keep busy fitting protests into the 
comfortable mold of single issue politics, 
demanding reform or minor concessions—at 
most, perhaps a third party alternative. 

The summer of 2000 will be different 
because of our innovative, confrontational, 
disruptive tactics, increased willingness to 
take risks, focused and radical political 
critique and breathtaking daring. And 
hopefully, a good measure of luck. 


represent corporate interests in trade 
rules that dominate all world governments. 
And its not just about voting for a third 
party that would claim to stand for 


The conventions 
represent another 
opportunity to expand 
the sense that 
something is very wrong, 
and you don’t have to 
just take it 


something different—the problem is about 
voting for one’s own rulers; about having 
rulers at all. 

In essence, the Democrats, the 
Republicans, the US government, the WTO, 
the IMF, the World Bank, Wall Street, the 
arms industry, factory farming, the 
mainstream media, etc. are all institutional 
expressions of a vast system of corporate 
domination in which powerful economic 


money tor its own sake, divorced from any 
consideration of the real world effects of 
“economic progress”. 

Somewhere in New York or London or 
Tokyo, a few men are deciding which species 
will survive, which children will starve, which 
will toil in factories, who will lose their land 
to cattle ranching or hydroelectric dams, 
whether the air will be clean, and what you 
will do, buy, and know. They meet in secret. 
Its not a conspiracy—its called private 
industry. 

The US government is a focal point for 
global corporate domination. The US 
government has been one of the main 
proponents of the WTO. As the last 
remaining super-power, the US government 
and its military provide the might to back up 
the economic power of the WTO. Attacks 
on the Democrats and Republicans strike at 
the core, where corporations buy control of 
the US government for mere pennies. 

Even a cursory examination of the 
Democrats and Republicans demonstrates 
that they are the same—one party with two 
names representing the interests of 
corporations. On any policy important to 
corporate expansion and control, they share 
one position and act in concert to promote 
“growth” and “jobs”. The tiny number of 
issues on which they differ only put in more 
stark relief the extent to which they share a 
single platform on the really important 
issues of economic power. 

Neither ever takes any position hostile to 
ultimate corporate control, although many 
mainstream ‘labor” organizations foolishly 
fund their oppressors, the Democrats, with 
lavish campaign contributions. What has 
mainstream labor obtained for their 
largess? Nothing. Democrats have 
supported every move towards “free" 
(corporate dominated) trade and would 
never dare to take action seriously 
threatening corporate control. 

The campaign money game makes it clear 
that coroorations own both the Democrats 
Continued on page 11 


The package is multi-layered because the 
US sponsored hostilities are both cause and 
effect. The insurgencies in Columbia are in 
part a direct result of global forces which are 
moving peasants away from subsistence 
agriculture and towards urban industrial 
employment world-wide. Columbia’s governing 
elite, in league with the IMF and World Bank, 
needs to maintain these policies, known 
generally as structural adjustment, to maintain 
economic growth and their own power. 
Obtaining funding to suppress insurgency is a 
cost of doing business in a world economy 
intent on snuffing out peasant life. To 



complete the circle, drug suppression 
activities like aerial chemical spraying 
eliminates non-drug and drug peasant crops 
alike, accelerating the process of peasant 
removal required by global industrialization. 

It is at best ironic that the same global 
economic forces which lead to the insurgency in 
Columbia force peasant farmers, unable to 
support themselves with “legal” crops, into 
coca production, which then is seen as the 
justification for US funding against the 
insurgency. US officials recognize it is a lot 
cheaper, and more consistent with the goals of 
globalization, to shoot and bomb Columbia’s 
poor into line than it would be to relieve the 
economic conditions causing the “problem” the 
US claims to be attempting to address: coca 
production. 

Critics in Colombia fear the US aid package 
will bring an intensification of the war between 


Continued on page 9 
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Slingshot is a quarterly, independent, 
radical newspaper published in the East Bay 
since 1988. 

This issue almost didn’t come out. We 
went into our layout weekend-hell with fewer 
articles than usual and weaker ones (we still 
cut over half the stuff we receieved) and 
with the number of collective members at an 
all time low due to bad luck and lots of 
valued people who’ve drifted away. 

Then, at the most stressful point, a 
horrific, bitter argument about politics, 
philosophy and process stopped the critical 
meeting cold. Almost half of us walked out. 
At one point we wondered if the issue would 
ever come out much less if the Collective 
would survive. 

Well, we're not dead yet. We have a lot of 
processing to do but enough people came 
back that we finished this issue. 

Its ironic that the collective is this weak 
when the Organizer project is so popular 
these days. (We’re working on the 2001 
edition.) More than ever before, we need 
some new members and some new energy if 
we’re going to go on. 

Earlier in our process, we had lots of 
great dreams about how we could expand 
and improve the paper: regular columns, 
more articles about what we want, not just 
what we’re against, better writing and more 
vision. Its up to you. 

Slingshot accepts unsolicited articles, 
art, photos and letters. No poetry! Please 
send a disk if you can. Also, this is 
expensive. Send $20 now! 

Editorial decisions about Slingshot are 
made by the Slingshot collective. Articles do 
not necessarily represent the opinions of 
everyone in Slingshot. We welcome debate, 
discussion and criticism. 


Slingshot Volunteer Meeting * 

Volunteers interested in getting involved * 



Post-WTO Legal 


Greetings 


V V Trorj 




Uncle 


TOW 


RE: Current educational project targeting 
mainstream tourists in Seattle. Including but not 
limited to Alaska bound cruise ship buffet feeders 
to Microsoft and Boeing induced corporate 
smegma. 

WHAT: Self guided map of N30 gas zone, 
highlighting “retailers of death, terror and 
ecological madness”. Scheduled guided tours 
leaving Westlake or IndyMedia are a thought 
Tour guides will be b(lack) B(loc) in 
appearance(ish)....? 

Seeking: 15 -25 word explanations around retail 
targets during police riots of N30. Explanations 
of why these retailers deserve boycotts and 
other profit diversion or limitation. 

This is a personal invitation to BB folks. We 
are growing a program for export to cities across 
the world. Bring N30 to the same retailers 
targeted by my family here during convergence. 
We hope to customize a corporate map 
applicable to every mall and city hall. 

Slingshot You Rock! 

Totally, 

Uncle Dale 


Slingshot, 

I’m bummed about your WTO Legal update. 
Why, you ask? Well it should (have said) “by DAN 
legal” since what you printed was a blatant 
propaganda piece for DAN. 

The article claims that the DAN legal team 
claimed victory for the 570 people arrested on 
December 1. But what about the people arrested 
with felony charges on November 30th? Those 
people are anarchists and you would think 
Slingshot would support them. 

Not one mention of the felons or the Mutual Aid 
legal Fund was in the last issue. A friend of mine 
told me she submitted the info(rmation) about 
MALF yet somehow it didn’t get in. 

What’s the deal? Is this even an anarchist zine 
anyway ? Tons of shit on microradio but nothing 
on people facing up to a year (in jail) on trumped 
up charges. 

I agree with John Zerzan’s letter last issue, you 
all really seem stuck in a sluggish leftist critique. I 
wish you all would write more critical pieces and 
stop all the fluff pieces. 

Sorry of that is too harsh but it’s been bugging 
me for a while. 


We Know 
Who You Are 


Dear Slingshot, 

I just wanted to tell you how great issue #68 is. 
I’ve never read Slingshot before so I don’t know 
how all the other issues have been but this issue 
really rocks. The article about trannies is 
something that I’ve been needing to read for 
quite some time, thanks. The rest is also damn 
good reading. Sorry that I’m not sending money 
or anything cool. 

p.s. 

I also think it’s rad that you print letters that 
criticize you because it makes people think ‘n 
stuff. 

-Anon 



To: Renske 

We are indeed out of Organizers. However, if 
you email back with a good story about losing the 
Organizer in some valiant radical act at the IMF, 
we might be able to dig up a copy from out 
“special circumstances” file that we keep for 
emergencies, like when the cops steal them or 
they get covered with pepper spray, etc. Let us 
know. 

Hmmmm, well, okay-here goes: 

I’m a fairly new “convert” to radical, direct 
action, but after Seattle and Boston, I knew I was 
ready for something “more” in DC. Once I 
arrived with my affinity group (The Terribles) and 
we got hooked up with the New York cluster we 
determined ourselves to be a flying squad to 
support those locking down, etc. I started asking 
questions about communication-and since I 
apparently asked all the right questions, I ended 
up at a communications meeting with a FRS radio 
in my hand-ready for action. I did my very best 
the day of the action (with a half hour of sleep on 
a hard ass floor) communicating what was 
happening at various intersections where we 
were located- and assisting with getting medics, 











wen, we re not dead yet. we nave a lot or 
processing to do but enough people came 
back that we finished this issue. 

Its ironic that the collective is this weak 
when the Organizer project is so popular 
these days. (We’re working on the 2001 
edition.) More than ever before, we need 
some new members and some new energy if 
we’re going to go on. 

Earlier in our process, we had lots of 
great dreams about how we could expand 
and improve the paper: regular columns, 
more articles about what we want, not just 
what we’re against, better writing and more 
vision. Its up to you. 

Slingshot accepts unsolicited articles, 
art, photos and letters. No poetry! Please 
send a disk if you can. Also, this is 
expensive. Send $20 now! 

Editorial decisions about Slingshot are 
made by the Slingshot collective. Articles do 
not necessarily represent the opinions of 
everyone in Slingshot. We welcome debate, 
discussion and criticism. 

Slingshot Volunteer Meeting 

Volunteers interested in getting involved 
in Slingshot can meet with us on September 
10, 2000 at 4 pm. at the Long Haul in 
Berkeley (see below). 

Article Deadline & Next Issue Date 

The projected deadline for article 
submission for Issue #70 is October 5, 
2000. Issue #70 is expected to be out on 
October 20, 2000. 

Printed June 22, 2000 
Volume 1, Number 69 • Circulation: 10,000 

Slingshot Newspaper 

Sponsored by Long Haul 

3124 Shattuck Ave. • Berkeley, CA 94705 
Phone: (510) 540-0751 
Email: slingshot@tao.ca 
http://www.tao.ca/~slingshot 
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RE: Current educational project targeting 
mainstream tourists in Seattle. Including but not 
limited to Alaska bound cruise ship buffet feeders 
to Microsoft and Boeing induced corporate 
smegma. 

WHAT: Self guided map of N30 gas zone, 
highlighting “retailers of death, terror and 
ecological madness”. Scheduled guided tours 
leaving Westlake or IndyMedia are a thought 
Tour guides will be B(lack) B(loc) in 
appearance(ish)....? 

Seeking: 15 -25 word explanations around retail 
targets during police riots of N30. Explanations 
of why these retailers deserve boycotts and 
other profit diversion or limitation. 

This is a personal invitation to BB folks. We 
are growing a program for export to cities across 
the world. Bring N30 to the same retailers 
targeted by my family here during convergence. 
We hope to customize a corporate map 
applicable to every mall and city hall. 

Slingshot You Rock! Totally 

Uncle Dale 



The Infoshop 
Awaits You 




I’m bummed about your WTO Legal update. 
Why, you ask? Well it should (have said) “by DAN 
legal” since what you printed was a blatant 
propaganda piece for DAN. 

The article claims that the DAN legal team 
claimed victory for the 570 people arrested on 
December 1. But what about the people arrested 
with felony charges on November 30th? Those 
people are anarchists and you would think 
Slingshot would support them. 

Not one mention of the felons or the Mutual Aid 
legal Fund was in the last issue. A friend of mine 
told me she submitted the info(rmation) about 
MALF yet somehow it didn’t get in. 

What’s the deal? Is this even an anarchist zine 
anyway ? Tons of shit on microradio but nothing 
on people facing up to a year (in jail) on trumped 
up charges. 

I agree with John Zerzan’s letter last issue, you 
all really seem stuck in a sluggish leftist critique. I 
wish you all would write more critical pieces and 
stop all the fluff pieces. 

Sorry of that is too harsh but it’s been bugging 
me for a while. 

-Sorrel 

What can we say? We tried very hard to get the 
most up to date and accurate information on the 
' post WTO legal situation but despite making 
repeated calls to our sources, we failed to deliver 
the goods by press time. Of course we support all 
those that were arrested and will continue to, it 
was our intention to present a well rounded 
account. Please send donations to: 

Mutual Aid Legal Fund 
P.O. Box 95616 
Seattle, WA 98145-2616 
malfund@yahoo.com 

ZZHKZZZXKZZZXK 

MONDAYS 6-9pm 
Women only night. Come hang in a space 
that’s been dedicated to women for 7 
years and enjoy insightful political 
discussion, videos, and an occasional 
book group. Women’s night is always 
looking for people to come down and 
make it a happening event. 

TUESDAY 6-9pm 

The night of the ever popular Anarchist 
Study Class 8-10pm running strong going 
on 3 years. Join the enlightening 
discussion and don’t miss out on 
Infoshop superstar Margaret’s last 
summer as a staffer. Human Services for 



To: Renske 

We are indeed out of Organizers. However, if 
you email back with a good story about losing the 
Organizer in some valiant radical act at the IMF, 
we might be able to dig up a copy from out 
“special circumstances” file that we keep for 
emergencies, like when the cops steal them or 
they get covered with pepper spray, etc. Let us 
know. 

Hmmmm, well, okay-here goes: 

I’m a fairly new “convert” to radical, direct 
action, but after Seattle and Boston, I knew I was 
ready for something “more” in DC. Once I 
arrived with my affinity group (The Terribles) and 
we got hooked up with the New York cluster we 
determined ourselves to be a flying squad to 
support those locking down, etc. I started asking 
questions about communication-and since I 
apparently asked all the right questions, I ended 
up at a communications meeting with a FRS radio 
in my hand-ready for action. I did my very best 
the day of the action (with a half hour of sleep on 
a hard ass floor) communicating what was 
happening at various intersections where we 
were located- and assisting with getting medics, 
legal support, etc. to places where cops were 
doing their repression thing...we hung with it all 
day ‘til the last blockade came down-and then we 
were up and at ‘em again the very next day-in 
the pouring rain. “We’re Here, We’re Wet - So 
Dump All The Debt”. I was so worried about 
keeping my communications equipment dry, I 
didn’t even stop to think about my Slingshot that 
was getting soaked in my backpack’s front 
pocket. Keeping a tight march was the plan - 
since this was an entirely unsanctioned reclaiming 
of DC streets during rush hour. Huge gaps would 
have really confused things. Communication was 
tough that day- pouring rain made visibility 
harder. Supporting the blockade was our number 
one priority... and we did the best we could. 

OK, so that’s the short version. The longer one 
is only done in person, sorry. Don’t trust email too 
much these days. My Slingshot org. is a total bust 
- all the ink drained and I can’t read anything (it 
did dry up, but warped and twisted and I can’t 
open the pages....) 

If there is a random extra one for me, I’d be 
thrilled. 

Tired in Minneapolis-Renske 
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hang out with the radicals and listen to 
James Brown all over again. 

Now Recruiting 

We could really use a Cafe Night 
Coordinator to ensure there are 

































Article Deadline & Next Issue Date 

The projected deadline for article 
submission for Issue #70 is October 5, 
2000. Issue #70 is expected to be out on 
October 20, 2000. 
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Circulation 

Information 

Slingshot is free in the Bay Area and is 
available at Long Haul and Bound Together 
Books (1369 Haight Street in SF), plus lots of 
other places. Contact us if you want to 
distribute Slingshot for free in the Bay Area. 

Subscriptions to Slingshot are $1 per issue 
(bulk mail pre-paid) or $2 for First Class Mail 
after the issue comes out. International is 
$2.50 per issue. Back issues are also available. 

Bulk copies are available for 50 cents per 
issue for 6 or more copies, $1 international. 

If you are a subscriber and your mailing label 
reads “last issue: 69” this is your last issue. 
Send $ or a card or you’ll be removed from the 
list. Prisoners get a year free, renewed each 
year if you write us to say you’re still locked up. 
Financial hardship subscription extensions for 
non-prisoners will be considered- send us a 
card or something. We exchange with other 
publications and political groups on request. 
Please let us know if you move. Please send 
$$. 



The Infoshop 
Awaits You 



3 I 14 Shattuck 
Berkeley SIO 
540-075 I 


People pass by 3124 Shattuck Ave in 
South Berkeley all the time wondering, 
“What can be going on in that weird 
space with the political flyers and colorful 
yet non-corporate storefront?” Yes, yes 
it is a canabis club during the day BUT 
even more the Infoshop is one of the the 
only radical community centers on the 
West Coast, lovingly described in the 
April 17, 2000 issue of the New Yorker as 
that “cafe/bookshop/community center 
run by an Anarchist Collective (we were, 
remember, in Berkeley).” In addition to 
exciting and inspiring weekly events 
brought to you by an all volunteer 
collective, the Infoshop houses an 
astounding zine archive and lending 
library. 

Our weekly schedule is jam packed 
with events you can’t miss. We 
frequently host the post East Bay Critical 
Mass bike ride dinner dance on the 
second Friday of every month, the only 
monthly Food Not Bombs Goth Party 
Benefit in North America, and radical 
planning potluck brunches. 
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' post WTO legal situation but despite making 
repeated calls to our sources, we failed to deliver 
the goods by press time. Of course we support all 
those that were arrested and will continue to, it 
was our intention to present a well rounded 
account. Please send donations to: 

Mutual Aid Legal Fund 
P.O. Box 95616 


Seattle, WA 98145-2616 
malfund@yahoo.com 


ZHie zr:' xk 



MONDAYS 6-9pm 

Women only night. Come hang in a space 
that’s been dedicated to women for 7 
years and enjoy insightful political 
discussion, videos, and an occasional 
book group. Women’s night is always 
looking for people to come down and 
make it a happening event. 


TUESDAY 6-9pm 

The night of the ever popular Anarchist 
Study Class 8-10pm running strong going 
on 3 years. Join the enlightening 
discussion and don’t miss out on 
Infoshop superstar Margaret’s last 
summer as a staffer. Human Services for 
the Mentally Crisisied meets from 6- 
8pm. 


WEDNESDAY 6-9pm 
Come on down for the Anarchist Sewing 
Circle. Sew up some holes on your 
clothes or make a beautiful patch quilt 
while listening to critiques of the prison 
industrial complex and occasional 
fantastic tales. 

Food not Bombs meets around 8:30. 


THURSDAY 6-9pm 

Berkeley Liberation Radio meets every 
other week around 8pm. Alternate 
weeks infoshop staffers engage guests in 
a rousing game of Spin the Bottle. This 
nights needs a serious infusion of energy. 
Make it happen. 


SUNDAY 6-9pm 

Don’t believe the unfounded rumors- 
Cafe Night is still going strong! Cheap, 
vegan, carbohydrate filled dinners. Still 
the most unique community building 
event in Berkeley. Donations go to the 
organization sponsoring the meal. Come 
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the pouring rain. “We’re Here, We’re Wet - So 
Dump All The Debt”. I was so worried about 
keeping my communications equipment dry, I 
didn’t even stop to think about my Slingshot that 
was getting soaked in my backpack’s front 
pocket. Keeping a tight march was the plan - 
since this was an entirely unsanctioned reclaiming 
of DC streets during rush hour. Huge gaps would 
have really confused things. Communication was 
tough that day- pouring rain made visibility 
harder. Supporting the blockade was our number 
one priority... and we did the best we could. 

OK, so that’s the short version. The longer one 
is only done in person, sorry. Don’t trust email too 
much these days. My Slingshot org. is a total bust 
- all the ink drained and I can’t read anything (it 
did dry up, but warped and twisted and I can’t 
open the pages....) 

If there is a random extra one for me, I’d be 
thrilled. 

Tired in Minneapolis-Renske 

hang out with the radicals and listen to 
James Brown all over again. 

Now Recruiting 

We could really use a Cafe Night 
Coordinator to ensure there are 
fabulous meals happening on a consistent 
basis as well as willing helpers to cook 
and chop. We’d also love more people 
to help us do some outreach. The 
Internet room with a fast DSL line is 
happening but we could use a techie to 
dedicate a few hours some weekend to 
networking the computers and sifting 
through the piles of miscellaneous, half 
dead donated parts. 

Housing Box 

Don’t pay outrageous fees to the 
corporate housing listing monopolies 
like e-housing, Berkeley Connections, 
and Homefinders. Come find a room or 
post your opening in our wonderful but 
compact housing box. Let’s start a 
permanent and free spot to find housing 
in the East Bay. 

Ride Board 

Looking for a ride to the next big action 
or just to visit a pal on the East Coast? 
Need a companion for the bike ride 
down from Seattle? Post your intentions 
on the ride board located in the back of 
the Long Haul and get travelin’. 
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Long UNAM Student Strike Ends 


It was 4 am and some friends and I were 
sitting around talking, doing the late night 
watch at UNAM, the National Autonomous 
University of Mexico in Mexico City. It was 
November 1999, and the entire University 
was on strike. All campuses, including UNAM's 
10 or so public high schools had been occupied 
for over 7 months. I was just visiting, and I 
hadn’t quite gotten used to the new schedule. 
I’d been eyeing the pile of blankets and thinking 
about finding a good spot on the auditorium 
floor, hoping I wouldn't trip over any sleeping 
bodies on my way in. 

All of a sudden Beto and Conejo came 
bursting in, laughing uproariously and slapping 
their thighs. “We really got her this time!” 
They were nearly crying with glee. What’s so 
funny, everyone wanted to know. The two 
pranksters had gone to Jani’s private sleeping 
quarters, previously a small storage space on 
the roof, banged loudly on the door and, 
pretending to be cops, gone in to “arrest” her. 
“She almost peed her pants she was so 
scared.” “What the fuck!” I was pissed. “Why 
do you have to go mess with her like that. 
Everyone is already stressed out enough to 
begin with. If you guys like that kind of abuse 
then do it to each other but don’t go around 
giving innocent people heart attacks.” The two 
young men quieted down for a minute, but to 
my surprise, no one else in the room agreed 
with me. Even the older and mellower students 
nodded in support of the trick. Mariana 
explained, “We can’t let anyone get too 
comfortable here. It’s important that people 
be ready to react at any moment, and that 
means when you hear them coming, get up and 
get ready to deal. Jani should have been up and 
out the back door by the time they went in 
there. In the beginning we had a lot more of 
this kind of exercise, but after 7 months we’re 
getting soft. We don’t know when the police 


In fact, UNAM campuses were taken by 
force by federal police on February 6th, 2000, 
approximately 9 months after the strike 
began. Nearly 1000 students were jailed, and 
given a long list of charges, some including 
terrorism, which carries a forty year minimum 
sentence. 

The strike began on April 20th, 1999 as a 
reaction to the University head, Rector 
Barnes' announcement that he was going to 
significantly raise tuition costs. Education has 
always been supported by taxes in Mexico, 
taking a mere 2.6% of the country’s gross 
national product. But due to pressure from 
the World Bank and the IMF, the Mexican 
government agreed to begin the process of 
privatizing education in 1999. The educational 
system should pay for itself, they wrote, and 
as for the poor ones who can’t afford it, we’d 
rather have them working in a factory anyway. 

Mexico has a long history of powerful 
student movements, so Barnes, hoping to 
soften the blow, announced that the fee hikes 
would not affect any students currently 
attending the University. Only entering 
students would be subjected to the new pay- 
to-play system. But the bribe fell flat on its 
face. Not only did UNAM’s 260,000 students 
stand up and say “Hell no!" to the fees, but 
once they got organized, they started noticing 
other things that were wrong with their 
education system, and added the following 5 
additional demands. 

2: Democratize the University Council. 
UNAM is currently governed by the University 
Council, a body made up of the principals of 
each of the schools, who are appointed by the 
Rector. These principals in turn hand-pick two 
students at each school to run against one 
another in elections to produce student 
representatives for the council. The strikers 
demanded real qualitative and quantitative 



workers and faculty in a Congress to resolve 
other issues affecting the University. 

3: Dissolve all links to the CENEVAL. The 
National Center for Evaluation, otherwise 
known as the CENEVAL, is a private 
organization that has been responsible for 
“evaluating” student performance using 
standardized exams since 1994. A private, 
for-profit company, CENEVAL gives 
everybody who wants to continue their 
education beyond junior high a single test, and 
based on your scores on that test they decide 
where you go and what you study, which may 
be something very different from what you 
had originally envisioned. They actually have 


_i ^ 


and workers were threatened and fired, 
students were followed, kidnapped for days at 
a time, beaten, raped and sometimes killed. 

While the repression against the strike was 
at times very intense, the students also 
received support from a large segment of the 
population. Unions, community organizations, 
students and professors from other 
universities and lots of young people 
participated continuously over the past year. 
Many student’s parents and families have also 
been very active, taking part in building 
occupations, fundraising and sitting through 
32 hour meetings. And they got a good turnout 
for their marches: a couple were clocked at 












quarters, previously a small storage space on 
the roof, banged loudly on the door and, 
pretending to be cops, gone in to “arrest” her. 
“She almost peed her pants she was so 
scared.” “What the fuck!” I was pissed. “Why 
do you have to go mess with her like that. 
Everyone is already stressed out enough to 
begin with. If you guys like that kind of abuse 
then do it to each other but don’t go around 
giving innocent people heart attacks.” The two 
young men quieted down for a minute, but to 
my surprise, no one else in the room agreed 
with me. Even the older and mellower students 
nodded in support of the trick. Mariana 
explained, “We can’t let anyone get too 
comfortable here. It’s important that people 
be ready to react at any moment, and that 
means when you hear them coming, get up and 
get ready to deal. Jani should have been up and 
out the back door by the time they went in 
there. In the beginning we had a lot more of 
this kind of exercise, but after 7 months we’re 
getting soft. We don’t know when the police 
are going to invade, but they probably will.” 
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Mexico has a long history of powerful 
student movements, so Barnes, hoping to 
soften the blow, announced that the fee hikes 
would not affect any students currently 
attending the University. Only entering 
students would be subjected to the new pay- 
to-play system. But the bribe fell flat on its 
face. Not only did UNAM’s 260,000 students 
stand up and say “Hell no!” to the fees, but 
once they got organized, they started noticing 
other things that were wrong with their 
education system, and added the following 5 
additional demands. 

2: Democratize the University Council. 
UNAM is currently governed by the University 
Council, a body made up of the principals of 
each of the schools, who are appointed by the 
Rector. These principals in turn hand-pick two 
students at each school to run against one 
another in elections to produce student 
representatives for the council. The strikers 
demanded real qualitative and quantitative 
representation, as well as the inclusion of both 


workers ana racuiiy in a congress to resoive 
other issues affecting the University. 

3: Dissolve all links to the CENEVAL. The 
National Center for Evaluation, otherwise 
known as the CENEVAL, is a private 
organization that has been responsible for 
“evaluating” student performance using 
standardized exams since 1994. A private, 
for-profit company, CENEVAL gives 
everybody who wants to continue their 
education beyond junior high a single test, and 
based on your scores on that test they decide 
where you go and what you study, which may 
be something very different from what you 
had originally envisioned. They actually have 
ads on TV of people who got into a major 
diverging completely from what they wanted, 
for example, they asked for engineering but 
got social work, who unconvincingly explain how 
it's not really that bad. 

4: Allow the school year interrupted by the 
conflict to be completed. Many students who 
participated in the strike have not had their 
1999 classes recognized. 

5: Repeal the imposed 1997 amendments, 
which eliminated the “automatic pass” from 
public high schools to universities, and imposed 
limits on the amount of time students can 
study at the University. For students who 
work full time in addition to going to school, it 
is next to impossible to complete their studies 
within the current time restrictions (6 years 
for a 4 year major). 

6: Remove the police apparatus on the 
University and the eliminate all types of 
threats and sanctions against students, 
professors, and university workers for their 
participation in the strike. During the strike’s 
occupation of University land, the 
administration maintained a professional 
“security force” complete with on-campus 
cameras and paid provocateurs. Professors 


and workers were threatened and fired 
students were followed, kidnapped for days at 
a time, beaten, raped and sometimes killed. 

While the repression against the strike was 
at times very intense, the students also 
received support from a large segment of the 
population. Unions, community organizations, 
students and professors from other 
universities and lots of young people 
participated continuously over the past year, 
Many student's parents and families have also 
been very active, taking part in building 
occupations, fundraising and sitting through 
32 hour meetings. And they got a good turnout 
for their marches: a couple were clocked at 
more than half a million people. 

But the most inspiring thing for me about 
the strike was how people organized 
themselves. Each school (there were 36 
altogether) had weekly assemblies and sent 5 
delegates to the CGH, the Strike’s General 
Council. Proposals were made and discussed at 
the individual assemblies, and then discussed 
and voted on at the CGH sessions (often 
lasting more than 24 hours). A facilitating 
body chosen randomly at the end of each 
session presided over the following meeting, 
and the delegates rotated every time. This 
structure was adopted because the CGH 
consciously wanted to avoid creating 
“leaders”. Even when the CGH was in dialogue 
with the administration and the administration 
demanded fixed representatives in order to 
continue negotiations, the CGH refused, and 
prevailed. A decentralized structure without a 
figurehead to co-opt or assassinate is much 
harder to crush effectively. It’s also more 
democratic (in the best sense of the word). 

The CGH managed to survive and continued 
to function despite being ousted from the 
UNAM campuses, and having to deal with the 
.Continued on page 9 
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got social work, who unconvincingly explain how 
it’s not really that bad. 

4: Allow the school year interrupted by the 
conflict to be completed. Many students who 
participated in the strike have not had their 
1999 classes recognized. 

5: Repeal the imposed 1997 amendments, 
which eliminated the “automatic pass” from 
public high schools to universities, and imposed 
limits on the amount of time students can 
study at the University. For students who 
work fuli time in addition to going to school, it 
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for a 4 year major). 

6: Remove the police apparatus on the 
University and the eliminate all types of 
threats and sanctions against students, 
professors, and university workers for their 
participation in the strike. During the strike’s 
occupation of University land, the 
administration maintained a professional 
“security force” complete with on-campus 
cameras and paid provocateurs. Professors 


themselves. Each school (there were 36 
altogether) had weekly assemblies and sent 5 
delegates to the CGH, the Strike's General 
Council. Proposals were made and discussed at 
the individual assemblies, and then discussed 
and voted on at the CGH sessions (often 
lasting more than 24 hours). A facilitating 
body chosen randomly at the end of each 
session presided over the following meeting, 
and the delegates rotated every time. This 
structure was adopted because the CGH 
consciously wanted to avoid creating 
“leaders”. Even when the CGH was in dialogue 
with the administration and the administration 
demanded fixed representatives in order to 
continue negotiations, the CGH refused, and 
prevailed. A decentralized structure without a 
figurehead to co-opt or assassinate is much 
harder to crush effectively. It’s also more 
democratic (in the best sense of the word). 

The CGH managed to survive and continued 
to function despite being ousted from the 
UNAM campuses, and having to deal with the 
Continued on page 9 
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NEFAC Founding Raises Questions 


by Jackie Sokolinsky 

The Northeastern Federation of Anarchist 
Communists (NEFAC) was founded in April 
2000. The organizers, based in Boston and 
Quebec, are still in the process of developing 
the federation, which will bring to the 
northeastern region an organization modeled 
on such groups as the Anarchist Federation 
and Class War of the UK and the Workers 
Solidarity Movement of Ireland. 

The political perspective of NEFAC is 
based on three pillars: anarchist-communism, 
federalism, and platformism. 

The first, anarchist-communism, holds that 
the social transformation of work is 
fundamental to achieving freedom in any 
meaningful way. Moreover, anarchist- 


communism recognizes that economic, state 
and social systems of oppression are 
structured in such a way as to create 
disparate classes. These classes are naturally 
in conflict with each other—the exploited and 
the exploiter—but without organization and a 
genuine understanding of social freedom, this 
conflict will continue to sap the strength of 
the exploited class without leading closer to 
liberation. Only with organization and a genuine 
understanding of social freedom will the bleak 
conflict turn into a true struggle for the life 
of freedom. 

NEFAC declares that the anarchist 
movement today has a need for an energetic 
and strong element taking this direction, and I 
agree. However, anarchist-communism is not all 


that NEFAC stands for. 

NEFAC’s members believe that anarchists- 
or at least anarchist-communists-- need a 
unified and comprehensive political platform. In 
their first conference, NEFAC discussed a 
proposed platform. The conference ended 
without having a final draft of the platform; 
the draft will be discussed again at the second 
conference. There are some small problems 
with the draft. For example, the points tend to 
emphasize things-we’re-against (capitalism, 
statism, patriarchy, racism, nationalism, 
ecological stupidity, and so on) which leaves 
the whole susceptible to an indeterminate 
leftism. For greater effectiveness, the 
platform would need to provide a cogent 
summation of what-we’re-for. 


However, even if the platform is redrafted 
in more confident and effective terms, 
anarchism and platformism may be mutually 
incompatible. Political platforms repeat the 
old hierarchical structure of political control. 
As anarchists, we easily enough detect the 
bullshit when the state forms think-tanks to 
transmit official ideologies via the press to the 
“masses.” That’s a one-way transmission of 
ideas and a monopoly on political action. It’s 
statism. The role of state propaganda is to 
maintain systems of oppression by turning 
people in their own perceptions into the 
objects of another’s thought. But anarchism, in 
contrast, holds that every person is and should 

Continued on page 9 
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Hie Incredibly True Adventure 
of Two Trannies on Drugs 



•an ongoing series 
of diaries by 
transsexuals 
taking 

pharmaceutical 

hormones* 


When it was first brought up that I should 
do an article about my experiences as a 
transsexual, I was not sure where to start. 
Lots of the time, my transsexuality is a non¬ 
issue for me (hell, I have been dealing with my 
gender my whole life.... I would hope I would 
have gotten through some of it by now). So I 
let it sit. Life went on and I kind of thought on 
it for a while, and I eventually hit what I pretty 
much always hit with this sort of thing: there 
are really two issues, here. One is estrogen 
itself, and what it does to me. The other is the 
fact that, as someone who by nature is a 
question to our culture’s gender constructs I 
go against it no matter what, and what do I do 
with that implicit potential for creating 
change? 

First off: thfi fistrnnfins 1\ia\j hnnhc??ll\ 


mean, tits can rock). After lots of mulling it 
all over, I end up somewhere around this: when 
the rest of everything I do is either working 
well or something I can make work, the my 
gender presentation is no exception, it's what 
I've got. I don't want to be a girl any more than 
I want to be a boy. It's not about that. It's 
about making my body fit my mind, it’s about 
me functioning in a way that works best for 
me. Everything that results from how I present 
myself is only what I make of it. And if I’m 
anything to this world, I need to make 
something that changes it. 

I have always been of the opinion that the 
shape of the body doesn’t matter; it’s only 
flesh. I have also long known that what I feel 
gets shown through my body (and it should). 

it’c thic cwnthocic nf coominn nnnnQitinnQ that 


i needle went into my left butt cheek and 


new words and phrases are a positive advance. 
We've created meanings (mostly on little more 
than various governments' and cultures' need 
to classify and divide) about all sorts of 
absurd notions like race and sex and what 
people of certain mindsets and entire walks of 
life look like, and transsexuality (and “race”, 
and “sex”) is a problem because our definitions 
are skewed on several levels. "Society" is not 
out to get me, it's just that I, as a full and 
intelligent person, don't fit into our cultural 
definition of a full and intelligent person, yet I 
exist. That says to me that something's not 
quite right with our system of meanings. This 
skewing is part of the roots of many problems, 
and it is why "transsexual" is far more than 
iust a person bearing a different definition of 


became a new man. At least - that's what I 
thought might happen. Gender is not black and 
white; in the two months since I began injecting 
testosterone into my ‘female’ body, my 
position relative to our bi-polar gendered 
society has not gotten any less vague. 
Nonetheless, I'm excited and intrigued by the 
results of the testosterone. The changes 
themselves are hot, and the fact that I’m 
taking definite steps changing my body helps 
me retain sanity. 

As I biked home after getting my first shot, 

I felt twice as strong. My legs felt like pistons; 
my burst of energy was no doubt due partly to 
the excitement of the first shot, but also felt 
chemically-induced. Although my testosterone 
dose was small, my muscle mass increased 
dramatically in the first few days following the 
injection. I felt a greater drive to do things, 
and increased physical stamina. The odor of 
my sweat changed. My brain was definitely a 
bit out of whack those first few days; I found 
myself taking action without clearly thinking 
about the situation first, occasionally with 
unfortunate results. (Fortunately all my fuck- 
ups were the same order of magnitude as my 
relatively small T dose.) 

I was quite excited by my burgeoning arm 
muscles, but somewhat perplexed by my 
growing clitoris. The head quickly became 
more sensitive, and started to poke out more 
from the hood, resulting in much more 
frequent, intense stimulation. This made 
riding my bike extremely enjoyable, but made 
masturbation a bit tricky; rubbing my clit the 
wrong way resulted in a rather uncomfortable 
amount of overstimulation. I have since 
adjusted remarkably well to the heightened 
sensitivity. 

My eager clit is well served by my intensified 
sex drive. Although hormone-induced, my new 
sexual energy feels natural and satisfying. 








When it was first brought up that I should 
do an article about my experiences as a 
transsexual, I was not sure where to start. 
Lots of the time, my transsexuality is a non¬ 
issue for me (hell, I have been dealing with my 
gender my whole life.... I would hope I would 
have gotten through some of it by now). So I 
let it sit. Life went on and I kind of thought on 
it for a while, and I eventually hit what I pretty 
much always hit with this sort of thing: there 
are really two issues, here. One is estrogen 
itself, and what it does to me. The other is the 
fact that, as someone who by nature is a 
question to our culture's gender constructs I 
go against it no matter what, and what do I do 
with that implicit potential for creating 
change? 

First off: the estrogens (yay boobs??!!). 

| This one is difficult. I am always re-hashing the 
conflict. I have got no issues with changing 
myself to the world or whatever the fuck any 
I god intended me to have. I trust myself enough 
to respect my understanding of who and what I 
am as a transsexual and I know that that 
analyzation of myself is always changing. But I 
have a whole lot of trouble justifying taking 
those lovely little pills sometimes, anyway. On 
| one hand, it makes sense to me to have a 
''girl's" body. It would match my brain, and 
I since I started taking chemical estrogens on 
January fourteenth, I have had some exciting 
developments. My skin has gotten a little 
softer, my belly is taking a different shape, 
and my fat's starting to move to my hips as my 
body fat changes its orientation. My knees are 
looking a little less bony. I think my hair grows 
a little bit faster. I’m growing fangs (wait, 
maybe that's not the estrogen??!!??!!), and, 
of course, my breasts are getting a little 
larger and changing in their manner of 
sensitivity (now I can get racked in so many 
more places and positions!!). Now somedays 
maybe I just don’t give enough weight to my 
internal drives, but as I put these poisonous 
chemicals in my body, I have to wonder, not all 
of the changes are things I can see as positive. 
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mean, tits can rock). After lots of mulling it 
all over, I end up somewhere around this: when 
the rest of everything I do is either working 
well or something I can make work, the my 
gender presentation is no exception, it's what 
I've got. I don't want to be a girl any more than 
I want to be a boy. It's not about that. It's 
about making my body fit my mind, it’s about 
me functioning in a way that works best for 
me. Everything that results from how I present 
myself is only what I make of it. And if I’m 
anything to this world, I need to make 
something that changes it. 

I have always been of the opinion that the 
shape of the body doesn’t matter; it’s only 
flesh. I have also long known that what I feel 
gets shown through my body (and it should), 
it’s this synthesis of seeming oppositions that 
makes “transsexuality” and the estrogens that 
I take such an amazing and interesting 
experience. 

on another end of things, I simply hate the 
label “transsexual”. I hate all the constructs 
and limitations that come along with it. My 
transsexuality, to most people, makes me 
inhuman; it separates me. 

In many arenas, TS is defined as a defect 
or an illness, but the label is where my disorder 
really lies. I'm just me. I am not a gender. I am a 
gooey amalgam of the experiences, choices, and 
instances of my life until now. I am a human. 
That is enough. That is all that affects 
anything I do or create until people start 
labeling me. 

Labels hurt because they are not me. They 
destroy because they are not anyone 

Without labels, I am just girl who happens to 
have a penis. A different shape to the bag of 
meat that is the human body, depending on 
how I handle myself, that different shape cs 
put me in a position be a catalyst and a 
teacher, this excites me, and if I’m lucky, I’ll 
pull it off. 

As humans we read svmbols. It's our nature 




new words and phrases are a positive advance. 
We've created meanings (mostly on little more 
than various governments' and cultures' need 
to classify and divide) about all sorts of 
absurd notions like race and sex and what 
people of certain mindsets and entire walks of 
life look like, and transsexuality (and “race”, 
and “sex”) is a problem because our definitions 
are skewed on several levels. "Society" is not 
out to get me, it's just that I, as a full and 
intelligent person, don't fit into our cultural 
definition of a full and intelligent person, yet I 
exist. That says to me that something's not 
quite right with our system of meanings. This 
skewing is part of the roots of many problems, 
and it is why "transsexual" is far more than 
just a person bearing a different definition of 


self than the rest of the world perceives. 
Persona becomes not a choice or an evolution, 
but a physical aspect to be defined by 
everyone but the person themselves. This 
pattern of labeling and assumption affects 
everyone. A "man" looks a certain way. A 
"gay" looks another. A "child" acts like this. 
An "adult" would never do that. We are all 
both limited by and taught to limit ourselves 
and others. It is part of why people are 
beaten, raped, or harassed as they walk down 
the street. It is why Jews and gypsies were 
something to be wiped off the face of the 
earth in Germany sixty or so years ago. It is 
why the civil rights movement took place (the 
uncomfortable nature of it is why we want to 
believe it's over). It is also why we must 
remember to question everything we think we 
know -- because we make the definitions that 
limit and destroy all of us. Who hasn't, at some 
point in life, been stopped from doing 
something because it would be too girlie, 
boyish, gay, straight, black, white, rich, poor, 
or whatever? Who hasn't done this 
constraining themselves?. This matter of 
reassessing definitions is one of the many 
convergence points between my politics and my 
emotions. When I become a disorder, or a 
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bit out of whack those first few days; I found 
myself taking action without clearly thinking 
about the situation first, occasionally with 
unfortunate results. (Fortunately all my fuck- 
ups were the same order of magnitude as my 
relatively small T dose.) 

I was quite excited by my burgeoning arm 
muscles, but somewhat perplexed by my 
growing clitoris. The head quickly became 
more sensitive, and started to poke out more 
from the hood, resulting in much more 
frequent, intense stimulation. This made 
riding my bike extremely enjoyable, but made 
masturbation a bit tricky; rubbing my clit the 
wrong way resulted in a rather uncomfortable 
amount of overstimulation. I have since 
adjusted remarkably well to the heightened 
sensitivity. 

My eager clit is well served by my intensified 
sex drive. Although hormone-induced, my new 
sexual energy feels natural and satisfying. 
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i am always re-nasning ine 
conflict. I have got no issues with changing 
myself to the world or whatever the fuck any 
god intended me to have. I trust myself enough 
to respect my understanding of who and what I 
am as a transsexual and I know that that 
analyzation of myself is always changing. But I 
have a whole lot of trouble justifying taking 
those lovely little pills sometimes, anyway. On 
one hand, it makes sense to me to have a 
"girl's" body. It would match my brain, and 
since I started taking chemical estrogens on 
[ January fourteenth, I have had some exciting 
developments. My skin has gotten a little 
softer, my belly is taking a different shape, 
and my fat’s starting to move to my hips as my 
body fat changes its orientation. My knees are 
looking a little less bony. I think my hair grows 
| a little bit faster. I’m growing fangs (wait, 
maybe that’s not the estrogen??!!??!!), and, 
of course, my breasts are getting a little 
larger and changing in their manner of 
sensitivity (now I can get racked in so many 
more places and positions!!). Now somedays 
maybe I just don’t give enough weight to my 
internal drives, but as I put these poisonous 
chemicals in my body, I have to wonder, not all 
of the changes are things I can see as positive. 
Since January I have also been working that 
much harder at destroying my liver. Lowering 
my blood pressure. Changing my metabolism, 
raising my risk of breast cancer, losing a little 
I muscle mass. Filling myself with chemicals 
I built and tested by your friend and mine, the 
I commercial pharmaceutical industry. Great 
[plan? (sometimes I skip antibiotics because I’m 
la little weirded out by them, but taking 
[Premarin seems so dandy?). Somedays it’s 
I really hard to balance, my body isn’t me, so 
I why should this matter? I need to communicate 
[through my body, so it has to matter, every 
[problem in life is all about how you go about 
[ingesting and understanding it, and am I 
[understanding what my problems are well 
[enough to be causing detrement to my body 

[while I change it? On those bright days when 
[everything but this little discrepancy between 
[what I know I need to look like and what my 
[body has tendency to do is the only thing about 
[me that isn’t moving at the speed of light and 
lloving it, maybe it really does make sense (I 
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I take such an amazing and interesting 
experience. 

on another end of things, I simply hate the 
label “transsexual”. I hate all the constructs 
and limitations that come along with it. My 
transsexuality, to most people, makes me 
inhuman; it separates me. 

In many arenas, TS is defined as a defect 
or an illness, but the label is where my disorder 
really lies. I'm just me. I am not a gender. I am a 
gooey amalgam of the experiences, choices, and 
instances of my life until now. I am a human. 
That is enough. That is all that affects 
anything I do or create until people start 
labeling me. 

Labels hurt because they are not me. They 
destroy because they are not anyone 

Without labels, I am just girl who happens to 
have a penis. A different shape to the bag of 
meat that is the human body, depending on 
how I handle myself, that different shape ca 
put me in a position be a catalyst and a 
teacher, this excites me, and if I’m lucky, I’ll 
PU " '* ° ff ' 

As humans we read symbols. It's our nature. 
It's what makes us human. We see a hoof print 
in the dirt, and we connect it to the past and 
the future and to events all around it. A deer 
was here. It's headed that way. It came from 
there, etc. We read the images that surround 
us and we tell stories as a means for survival. 
And despite what may seem to be our 
detached status in relation to our roots in 
"nature”, we still use these sorts of visual 
languages to manage our lives. Unfortunately, 
as with so many parts of our contrived and 
unnatural contemporary culture, we have come 

up with some pretty illogical rules around 
these languages, and this is where my disorder 
enters the picture. The way we portray 
ourselves physically is one of our oldest and 
most natural uses of visual language. 
Translations about the way something looks 
and moves can tell you myriad things about a 
being (What are its intents? What does it 

war| t?.) We all speak the language regularly. 

But we have also added to our vocabulary since 
the beginning of humanity, and not all of our 



Persona becomes not a choice or an evolution, 
but a physical aspect to be defined by 
everyone but the person themselves. This 
pattern of labeling and assumption affects 
everyone. A "man" looks a certain way. A 
"gay" looks another. A "child" acts like this. 
An "adult" would never do that. We are all 
both limited by and taught to limit ourselves 
and others. It is part of why people are 
beaten, raped, or harassed as they walk down 
the street. It is why Jews and gypsies were 
something to be wiped off the face of the 
earth in Germany sixty or so years ago. It is 
why the civil rights movement took place (the 
uncomfortable nature of it is why we want to 
believe it's over). It is also why we must 
remember to question everything we think we 
know -- because we make the definitions that 
limit and destroy all of us. Who hasn't, at some 
point in life, been stopped from doing 
something because it would be too girlie, 
boyish, gay, straight, black, white, rich, poor, 
or whatever? Who hasn't done this 
constraining themselves?. This matter of 
reassessing definitions is one of the many 
convergence points between my politics and my 
emotions. When I become a disorder, or a 
transsexual, or just a boy to people, it negates 
my existence because those things are not me. 
. This is why it becomes so easy for me to end 
up on such a diatribe when addressing 
something like estrogen supplements, as well. 
It's all linked (we are all linked). 

The system of living that kills us and this 
earth is the one that does this dividing and 
destruction and it is made of people, not just 
ideas or rulers. The "system" is us. When we 
do not support it, it cannot survive. It hurts us 
and we are brought up in a world that is told 
by its mother culture to ask for more of this 
abuse. We are saturated with the notion that 
it is not only the best, but the only way there is 
to live. But if we want to stop it (save 
ourselves), we need to start asking “why?”, 
Instead (All we have to do is walk away). I hope 
that I can use my “disorder” to help people ask 
another “why?”. 












however, my increased sexual energy feels out 
of proportion and overly aggressive. 
Although I write the above statements based 
on my experience, I shudder to define “men’s” 
and “women’s” sexual energy. Sexual energy is 
a personal factor that cannot be generalized, 
or so I would like to think; it disturbs me to 
realize the extent to which my energy is 
influenced by hormones. But I relish the energy 
itself. 

Since going on hormones I’ve grown less 
passive and more reactive with my anger. I 
recently had a dream where I reacted more 
violently to somebody than ever before, 
literally beating them into the ground. 
Although the situation was within a dream, the 
sensation of pure, red-blooded violence 
shadowed me for days. Intellectually, I cannot 
accept this violent urge towards a random 
human. But something in my brain/blood drives 
me to desire the violence, or, more accurately, 
the adrenaline associated with the impact of a 
fist against a body. The desire is chemical. 

My doctor warned me about intense feeling 
of anger. Anger fueled not by testosterone, 
but by the realization, as I begin to ‘pass’ as 
male, of what I’ve been missing in a male- 
privileged culture. At this point, when I do 
pass it is as a weird adolescent boy, not as a 
suit-clad middle class man. Nonetheless, as I 
mutter “hi” to the man I pass on the street, 
extended from the other man towards me is a 
sense of recognition and, importantly, a lack of 
sexual objectification. As someone who was 
once sexually harassed as a woman and who is 
now perceived as male, I am acutely aware of 
the energy a woman can consume fighting 
sexual harassment. Men are in a poor position 
to comment on the extent of sexual harassment 
directed towards women. 

What is men’s energy, vs women’s? What is 
chemical and what is cultural? 
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by PB Floyd 

The struggle to create a national micro 
powered FM community radio system in the 
United States is still too close to call, with 
corporate efforts underway in Congress to 
cancel the Federal Communications 
Commission’s (FCC) recent “legalization" of 
11 ■ micro radio even while the FCC accepts the 
W1 first applications for new micro powered 
illl stat ' ons - Urgent action is needed to fight this 
£#J latest challenge to micro radio and save the 
FCC’s new legalization rules, even though ‘ 
rcS evidence is mounting that the FCC’s new rules 
«S> are seriously flawed because they don’t permit 
y£w\ as many new stations as are technically 
{f/li possible. 

In January, after years of radio civil 
disobedience by hundreds of micro powered 
“pirate” free radio stations nationwide, the 

i " T M. FCC announced it would accept applications 
^lifor legal Low Power FM radio stations 
J (LPFM) operating at 100 watts or less with a 
range of about 5 miles. The new LPFM 
stations are designed to provide an alternative 
to the largely corporate dominated radio dial. 
LPFM stations can be set up for as little as 
$1,000 and under FCC rules only non-profit 
J associations will be able to apply for the 
llJll stations. LPFM, if it goes forward, could 
fafII serve as a significant “voice for the 
'voiceless”—allowing local communities, 
activists, non-corporate musicians and regular 
people access to the airwaves. 

The corporate radio industry, organized as 
ilw the National Broadcasters Association (NAB), 
Illl has alwa y s opposed cheap, community access 
to the radio dial. Given the corporate mono¬ 
culture on the radio dial, with just a few 
“formats” replicated endlessly across the 
country, and with ever increasing corporate 
concentration of stations, the NAB has a lot to 
fear. Community radio, which would be 


laboratories produced their own tape, which 
showed that under FCC rules, there would be 
no perceptible interference. 

A Senate version of the Oxley Bill, SB 2068, 
is currently pending in the Senate. As 
Slingshot goes to press, it isn’t looking very 
good for the FCC’s legalization of micro radio. 
Only 11 Senators have gone on record 
opposing SB 2068, and the Bill has over 30 co¬ 
sponsors. There may still be a chance to stop 
SB 2068, and micro radio advocates are 
strongly encouraging folks to write to their 
Senators and urge them to vote no on SB 
2068. (See end of article.) 

It is ironic that the NAB is so intent on 
killing the new FCC licensing rules, because the 
FCC rules offer so little to potential micro 
broadcasters. When the FCC announced that 
California was in the first group of states 
where people could apply for LPFM licenses, 
activists commissioned an engineering study to 
determine where to locate an LPFM station in 
the East Bay and San Francisco. The report 
came back with bad news: under the FCC 
rules, there was no license available in either 
area. The closest opportunity for a station 
was in Santa Cruz 90 miles to the South, 
Santa Rosa 60 miles North, and Stockton 80 
miles East. 

The FCC, hoping to head off exactly the 
type of NAB challenge now underway, enacted 
extremely conservative technical standards! 
for LPFM. Under the rules, LPFM stations \ 
don’t have to protect other radio stations on! 
the “3rd adjacent” channel, contrary to FCC < 
rules for higher power stations, but they still I 
have to protect other stations on the “2nd 
adjacent” channel. For example, if there is a- 
full powered station on 104.5 FM, the first j 
adjacent channel is 104.3, the second adjacent | 
channel is 104.1 and the third adjacent channel 
is 103.9. 
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fist against a body. The desire is chemical. 

My doctor warned me about intense feeling 
of anger. Anger fueled not by testosterone, 
but by the realization, as I begin to ‘pass’ as 
male, of what I’ve been missing in a male- 
privileged culture. At this point, when I do 
pass it is as a weird adolescent boy, not as a 
suit-clad middle class man. Nonetheless, as I 
mutter “hi” to the man I pass on the street, 
extended from the other man towards me is a 
sense of recognition and, importantly, a lack of 
sexual objectification. As someone who was 
once sexually harassed as a woman and who is 
now perceived as male, I am acutely aware of 
the energy a woman can consume fighting 
sexual harassment. Men are in a poor position 
to comment on the extent of sexual harassment 
directed towards women. 


What is men’s energy, vs women’s? What is j 
chemical and what is cultural? 
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wll In January, after years of radio civil 
Lfl disobedience by hundreds of micro powered 
“pirate” free radio stations nationwide, the 
WMa FCC announced it would accept applications 
IV for legal Low Power FM radio stations 
W (LPFM) operating at 100 watts or less with a 
range of about 5 miles. The new LPFM 
stations are designed to provide an alternative 
to the largely corporate dominated radio dial. 
LPFM stations can be set up for as little as 
$1,000 and under FCC rules only non-profit 
'associations will be able to apply for the 
stations. LPFM, if it goes forward, could 
serve as a significant “voice for the 
voiceless”—allowing local communities, 
activists, non-corporate musicians and regular 
_ people access to the airwaves. 

The corporate radio industry, organized as 
<; the National Broadcasters Association (NAB), 
1 has always opposed cheap, community access 
to the radio dial. Given the corporate mono¬ 
culture on the radio dial, with just a few 
“formats” replicated endlessly across the 
country, and with ever increasing corporate 
concentration of stations, the NAB has a lot to 
fear. Community radio, which would be 
relevant to local communities, innovative, and 
able to operate outside of narrow “formats”, 
is likely to draw listeners away from 
commercial radio broadcasts. 

The NAB fiercely opposed the pioneering 
free radio stations that forced the FCC to 
legalize micro radio, pressuring the FCC to 
shut stations down by force. When the FCC 
proposed legalizing micro radio, the NAB 
spent thousands on biased technical studies to 
NVIlshow that any new stations would cause 
S|\Vl’interference, even though the FCC's own 
engineers found there would be no noticeable 
interference. And now that the FCC has 
wf/if{ approved rules “legalizing” micro radio, which 
k were passed after a year of study and after 
the FCC solicited and received thousands of 
comments from interested citizens, the NAB is 
, again trying to kill micro radio, this time using 
(big money and political influence. 

On April 13, the House of Representatives 
passed the so-called “Oxley” Bill, which is 
designed to prevent the FCC from going 
ahead with its “legalization” of micro radio. 
The legislation, essentially written by the 
NAB, is a corporate attempt to go around the 
democratic process that, astonishingly, caused 
the FCC to finally “legalize” micro radio 
^against all odds. There is no evidence that 
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wiiniy me new roo licensing ruies, Decause tne 
FCC rules offer so little to potential micro 
broadcasters. When the FCC announced that 
California was in the first group of states 
where people could apply for LPFM licenses, 
activists commissioned an engineering study to 
determine where to locate an LPFM station in 
the East Bay and San Francisco. The report 
came back with bad news: under the FCC 
rules, there was no license available in either 
area. The closest opportunity for a station 
was in Santa Cruz 90 miles to the South, 
Santa Rosa 60 miles North, and Stockton 80 
miles East. 

The FCC, hoping to head off exactly the 
type of NAB challenge now underway, enacted 
extremely conservative technical standards 
for LPFM. Under the rules, LPFM stations 
don’t have to protect other radio stations on 
the “3rd adjacent” channel, contrary to FCC 
rules for higher power stations, but they still 
have to protect other stations on the “2nd 
adjacent” channel. For example, if there is a 
full powered station on 104.5 FM, the first 
adjacent channel is 104.3, the second adjacent 
channel is 104.1 and the third adjacent channel 
is 103.9. 

The FCC decision to prohibit stations on the 
2nd adjacent channel flies in the face of their 
own technical studies, as well as reality-there 
are hundreds of stations which were 
“grandfathered" in and are operating on 2nd 
adjacent channels with no noticeable 
interference. This restriction was clearly an 
FCC attempt to appease the NAB by 
prohibiting opportunities for “too many” micro 
stations, especially in urban areas. The real 
world result of the restriction is now obvious: 
there are no potential stations in the inner Bay 
Area. If micro radio advocates are able to save 
the FCC rules from NAB/Congressional 
extermination, the next step will be to 
pressure the FCC to expand the LPFM rules 
to permit stations to operate on the 2nd 
adjacent channel. The first task is saving the) 
embattled, flawed rules. 

What You Can Do 

In response to the NAB attacks on micro, 
radio, activists at a May 27 “War Council” 
adopted a five point program of action against 
the National Association of Broadcasters. 
Activists hope to shut down the NAB national 
convention which will take place in San 
Francisco September 20-23. Micro radio 
activists also plan to target major advertisers 
on Dro-NAB stations in communities across the 
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relevant to local communities, innovative, and 
- - able to operate outside of narrow “formats", 
is likely to draw listeners away from 
commercial radio broadcasts. 

The NAB fiercely opposed the pioneering 
free radio stations that forced the FCC to 
legalize micro radio, pressuring the FCC to 
shut stations down by force. When the FCC 
proposed legalizing micro radio, the NAB 
spent thousands on biased technical studies to 
show that any new stations would cause 
interference, even though the FCC’s own 
engineers found there would be no noticeable 
interference. And now that the FCC has 
? approved rules “legalizing" micro radio, which 
k were passed after a year of study and after 
the FCC solicited and received thousands of 
comments from interested citizens, the NAB is 
r again trying to kill micro radio, this time using 
i big money and political influence. 

On April 13, the House of Representatives 
passed the so-called “Oxley” Bill, which is 
designed to prevent the FCC from going 
ahead with its “legalization” of micro radio. 
The legislation, essentially written by the 
NAB, is a corporate attempt to go around the 
democratic process that, astonishingly, caused 
the FCC to finally “legalize” micro radio 
against all odds. There is no evidence that 
'there was any public outcry demanding 
passage of the Oxley Bill—its of interest to 
corporate lobbyists, plain and simple. The 
NAB has a powerful lobbying apparatus on 
Capitol Hill, and corporate radio gives millions 
'of dollars to Congressional candidates to 
ensure influence. Passage of the Oxley Bill is a 
textbook example of politics as usual—even 
where citizens organize to get reforms, their 
efforts can easily be vetoed by wealthy 
corporate interests. 

According to the NAB, the Oxley Bill was 
intended to protect the radio dial from 
“interference” the NAB claims micro radio will 
'(Cause. Their claims, disproved by the FCC”s 
1 own careful technical studies, were even 
further discredited when the NAB presented 
a falsified recording of “how the radio might 
sound if LPFM went ahead” before a 
Congressional hearing on LPFM The tape was 
merely two voices mixed together. 
Interference is characterized by scratchiness 
and one signal being unintelligible, since FM 
receivers only accept one signal at a time. In 
response to the falsified tape, the FCC 


IS IUJ.3. 

The FCC decision to prohibit stations on the 
2nd adjacent channel flies in the face of their 
own technical studies, as well as reality—there 
are hundreds of stations which were 
“grandfathered” in and are operating on 2nd 
adjacent channels with no noticeable 
interference. This restriction was clearly an 
FCC attempt to appease the NAB by 
prohibiting opportunities for “too many” micro 
stations, especially in urban areas. The real; 
world result of the restriction is now obvious:! 
there are no potential stations in the inner Bay 
Area. If micro radio advocates are able to save 
the FCC rules from NAB/Congressional 
extermination, the next step will be to 
pressure the FCC to expand the LPFM rulesi 
to permit stations to operate on the 2nd 
adjacent channel. The first task is saving the 
embattled, flawed rules. 

What You Can Do 
In response to the NAB attacks on micro 
radio, activists at a May 27 “War Council”* 
adopted a five point program of action against 
the National Association of Broadcasters. 
Activists hope to shut down the NAB national 
convention which will take place in San 
Francisco September 20-23. Micro radio 
activists also plan to target major advertisers 
on pro-NAB stations in communities across the 
country. In the Bay Area, KOIT, and the 
chairman of its parent company, Bruce Reese, 
are the main targets. KOIT’s largest, 
advertiser, Albertson’s, is being asked toF 
withdraw its advertising on KOIT. The War ' 
Council also called for the establishment of 
more micro radio stations as well as outreach 
and public education campaigns about the 
potential of LPFM. 

People in the 40 states yet to have a chance 
to apply for an FCC LPFM license are strongly 
encouraged to immediately contact the 
National Lawyers Guild Committee on 
Democratic Communications, who can provide 
assistance in applying for a station. Based on 
experience gained in California and other 
states, it is evident that organizing an 
application attempt has to begin early in order 
to be successful. Contact them at 448 Capp 
Street, San Francisco, CA 94110, 415 522- 
9814, www.nlgcdc.org. 

Finally, as distasteful as it can be, now is the 
time to write your Senator and request that 
they oppose SB 2068. 

Let a thousand transmitters bloom! 
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Fight Global warming 


® A how-to guide to the sport and science of SUV tipping 
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By P. Wingnut y* WjiS y; ' 

The Flatcats have struck again. 

Somewhere in the East Bay Hills, in a 
quiet, wealthy neighborhood, very early in 
the morning when all is still and cold and 
dark, a pair of hands work silently. 
Suddenly there is a slight hiss, and the 
front tire of a four-ton SUV with leather 
interior, tinted glass, 8 miles to the gallon, 
cell fax machine, goes flat. Within 20 
minutes, 14 SUVs have matching flat 
tires. Flyers denouncing fossil fuel use, 
driving, poor urban planning and corporate 
domination that make SUVs possible are 
carefully placed under windshield wipers. 
Another mission accomplished. 

Cars, driving, too many roads, 
expanding suburbs, green house gas 
emissions: these things are destroying the 
earth and ruining life for its human 
inhabitants. 
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It is indisputable that the private 
automobile is the largest contributor to 
global climate change. For many 21st 
century humans, distant emissions targets 
negotiated by the largest auto producing 
nations which hope to reduce emissions to 
1990 levels, which were already frightfully 
high, are not good enough. “Above 
ground” activists use public education and 
lobbying to bring incremental change. A 
few more dollars for buses and bikes, a 
few less for freeway construction. And 
these tiny changes are fiercely fought by 
powerful corporations with millions to 
corrupt public officials and buy the minds 
of the populace. Even if all the changes 
proposed by advocates were all 
implemented immediately, cars would still 
rule. More desperate measures are in 
order. 

The art, science and sport of “SUV 
tipping” is expanding rapidly in many urban 
areas to combat auto domination, although 
to date these clandestine actions have 
been completely suppressed by 
mainstream media outlets fearful of 
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While the “above ground”, legal 
movement for less driving, more public 
transit, better urban design, more biking 
and other crucial social change is 
exDandina. an eauallv imnortant 


encouraging greater numbers of 
participants in this do-it-yourself sport. 
SUVs are a convenient and symbolic 
target, since they are permitted to emit 
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culture is so firmly entrenched, where to 
start? The authors of auto domination are 
many, powerful and disbursed: 
corporations of all kinds (auto, oil, road 
building, developers), the governments 
they dominate.... 

Following are some tips for becoming a 
flatcat in your neighborhood: 

• Go to an auto parts store and buy a 
valve core remover. These are often 
fastened to valve caps found in most auto 
parts stores. 

• Attach it to a 1/4 inch dowel (found 
at hobby stores) or, for faster action, a 
cordless screwdriver. Out in the field, you 
remove the valve cap, put the core remover 
on and turn. You don’t need to completely 
remove the core to let all the air out. 

• Acting in a tiny group is best, but 
only with trusted friends and with as few 
as possible, for security. One or two 
lookouts, plus a person on the valve is best. 
For added security, a person at home in 
case of trouble. The person at home 
doesn’t need to know what is planned. 

• If the lookouts spot someone, pick an 
innocent signal, like yelling a common name. 
Don’t yell “cops!” 

• NEVER talk or brag about actions, or 
discuss them on the phone, inside a building 
or near strangers. Folks bragging may be 
cops. 

• Wear gloves. Any tools should be 
free of fingerprints. 

• Make a flyer explaining what is going 
on. When making the flyer, don’t use 
unusual fonts (use Helvetica). Consider 
printing the flyers out at copy store to 
make it harder to trace computer printer 
models. Never retain originals or 
computer copies of flyers. 

• Dress like you belong where you’re 
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By J.H. Crawford 
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By the 20” Crank 

“Imagine you live in a city free of the noise, 
stench and danger of cars, trucks and buses. 
Imagine all your needs, from groceries to child 
care, are within a five-minute walk of your 
home. Imagine that the longest commute within 
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Cars, driving, too many roads, 
expanding suburbs, green house gas 
emissions: these things are destroying the 
earth and ruining life for its human 
inhabitants. 
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proposed by advocates were all 
implemented immediately, cars would still 
rule. More desperate measures are in 
order. 

The art, science and sport of “SUV 
tipping” is expanding rapidly in many urban 
areas to combat auto domination, although 
to date these clandestine actions have 
been completely suppressed by 
mainstream media outlets fearful of 
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While the “above ground”, legal 
movement for less driving, more public 
transit, better urban design, more biking 
and other crucial social change is 
expanding, an equally important 
underground movement of sabotage and 
urban insurrection is quietly underway. 
The San Francisco Bay Area Chapter of 
Flatcats, which struck most recently on 
Bike to Work Day (May 16) and claimed 
responsibility for deflating tires on 20 
SUVs, is taking up the challenge. The 
destruction of the atmospheric balance on 
the planet is at stake as hundreds of 
millions of vehicles world-wide emit ever 
more green-house gases, changing the 
earth’s climate and threatening the 
largest species extinction since the 
disappearance of the dinosaurs. 




encouraging greater numbers of 
participants in this do-it-yourself sport. 
SUVs are a convenient and symbolic 
target, since they are permitted to emit 
5.5 times as much smog-causing pollution 
per mile as cars under federal law. But 
the real goal is drastically reducing 
everyday dependence on all types of cars, 
not just SUVs. And car-culture must be 
fought not just to prevent global climate 
change, but because car dependence 
destroys urban areas, crushes 
opportunities for community, and 
impoverishes the spirit. 

Flatcats deflate SUV tires without 
destroying the tire or tube, aiming, for 
now, at annoyance rather than property 
^destruction. Their website notes that 
*“we are however sorry to target 
’ individuals in this manner”. But the auto 


remove tne valve cap, put the core remover 
on and turn. You don’t need to completely 
remove the core to let all the air out. 

• Acting in a tiny group is best, but 
only with trusted friends and with as few 
as possible, for security. One or two 
lookouts, plus a person on the valve is best. 
For added security, a person at home in 
case of trouble. The person at home 
doesn’t need to know what is planned. 

• If the lookouts spot someone, pick an 
innocent signal, like yelling a common name. 
Don’t yell “cops!” 

• NEVER talk or brag about actions, or 
discuss them on the phone, inside a building 
or near strangers. Folks bragging may be 
cops. 

• Wear gloves. Any tools should be 
free of fingerprints. 

• Make a flyer explaining what is going 
on. When making the flyer, don’t use 
unusual fonts (use Helvetica). Consider 
printing the flyers out at copy store to 
make it harder to trace computer printer 
models. Never retain originals or 
computer copies of flyers. 

• Dress like you belong where you’re 
doing the action and have a normal activity 
you’re engaged in: walking the dog, 
jogging, etc. 

• When finished, don’t head towards 
your home. Go in the opposite direction 
and then turn back after a while. 

• Use a bike for transport. There is no 
license plate to trace. 

• If caught, don’t admit anything, don’t 
talk, don’t argue or sloganize, try to get 
away before cops arrive. If caught by 
cops, say nothing and wait for your lawyer. 

• Create beauty, have fun, don’t get 
caught. 


More Info: www.calypso.com/flatcats 




By the 20” Crank 


“Imagine you live in a city free of the noise, 
stench and danger of cars, trucks and buses. 
Imagine all your needs, from groceries to child 
care, are within a five-minute walk of your 
home. Imagine that the longest commute within 
your city takes 35 minutes door to door, by 
way of a cheap, safe and efficient public 
transportation system.” 

Carfree Cities is a landmark new text by 
J.H. Crawford which is sure to become a 
classic and a cornerstone of the movement to 
roll back the global cataclysm and tyranny of 
the automobile—starting at your front door. 
The book compares and contrasts Venice, 
Italy—the world’s premiere carfree city— 
with Los Angeles, California—the world’s 
premiere automobile-addicted city. 

Packed with design details and a sequence 
of summaries providing the argument for 
carfree cities, the book may seem a bit dry and 
matter of fact at times, despite its exciting 
importance. Perhaps this is a result of 
writing the book in hopes of reaching not just 
those who are inspired to create a world free 
of automobiles, but for the audience which 
arguably most needs it—the already infinitely 
dry and unsympathetic city planners and 
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Carfree Cities is a landmark new text by foldec 
J.H. Crawford which is sure to become a | ar g e 
classic and a cornerstone of the movement to snow | 
roll back the global cataclysm and tyranny of organ 
the automobile—starting at your front door. e | Se j S 
The book compares and contrasts Venice, 2o< 
Italy—the world’s premiere carfree city— <j e |jgh 
with Los Angeles, California—the world’s jagge 
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Packed with design details and a sequence older 
of summaries providing the argument for narr0 v 
carfree cities, the book may seem a bit dry and either 
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dry and unsympathetic city planners and share 


Parking, or more accurately the campaign to 
stop more parking from being built, is 
increasingly becoming the focus of efforts to 
save the planet, cities and people everywhere 
from auto strangulation. And this isn’t the 
erotic kind. 

As traffic congestion reaches a breaking 
point, trouble finding parking is one of the chief 
headaches for drivers. The reaction from 
business and government: build more parking to 
“solve” the problem. Unfortunately, more 
parking doesn’t solve the problem—it only 
paves the way for even more driving, more auto 
dependence, and requires the construction of 
still more parking. 

In Berkeley, two struggles over parking are 
heating up: Mayor Shirley Dean’s plan to 
subsidize a privately owned parking structure 
for the 4th Street shopping district and the 
University’s plan to build 1,400 parking spaces 
on a lot 3 blocks from campus that could (and 
should!) be used for housing. 


The 4th Street garage is an obvious attempt 
to give “corporate welfare” on a local scale. 4th 
Street is an expensive, yuppie shopping district 
mostly owned by West Berkeley developer 
Denny Abrams, who has made millions from the 
trendy shops and bistros in the once industrial 
district. The proposed parking garage, seeking 
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At the Ford Motor Co.’s annual shareholders’ meeting in Atlanta, Georgia, the 
company issued its first ever “corporate citizenship report”, which made some 
amazing and contradictory disclosures. 

The report acknowledged that sport utility vehicles (SUVs) are a danger to 
people and the earth because they contribute more than cars to global warming, 
emit more smog causing pollution and endanger other motorists. However, as a sign 
of their “corporate citizenship”, Ford pledged to continue building SUVs because 
they are the companies most profitable product. 

I he decision to continue manufacturing the socially irresponsible vehicles was 
reportedly a painful one for William C. Ford Jr., the company’s chair. He worries 
that automakers may get a bad reputation, comparable to that of tobacco 
companies. 

But fear will not be allowed to get the better of the makers of the Ford 
Excursion, an SUV which gets only 10 miles to the gallon in the city, and 13 on the 
highway. “If we didn’t provide that vehicle, someone else would, and they wouldn’t 
provide it as responsibly as we do,” Ford said. 

How “responsible” the Ford Motor Co. has been in manufacturing SUVs is 
dubious. SUVs are three times as likely as cars to kill the other driver in a crash; 
but the SUV occupants are equally likely to be killed because the sport utilities tend 
to roll over and they lack “crumple zones.” 


i ne ban r-rancisco bay Area Chapter of 
Flatcats, which struck most recently on 
Bike to Work Day (May 16) and claimed 
responsibility for deflating tires on 20 
SUVs, is taking up the challenge. The 
destruction of the atmospheric balance on 
the planet is at stake as hundreds of 
millions of vehicles world-wide emit ever 
more green-house gases, changing the 
earth’s climate and threatening the 
largest species extinction since the 
disappearance of the dinosaurs. 


everyday dependence on all types of cars, 
not just SUVs. And car-culture must be 
fought not just to prevent global climate 
change, but because car dependence 
destroys urban areas, crushes 
opportunities for community, and 
impoverishes the spirit. 

Flatcats deflate SUV tires without 
destroying the tire or tube, aiming, for 
now, at annoyance rather than property 
destruction. Their website notes that 
“we are however sorry to target 
individuals in this manner”. But the auto 




• When finished, don t head towards 
your home. Go in the opposite direction 
and then turn back after a while. 

• Use a bike for transport. There is no 
license plate to trace. 

• If caught, don’t admit anything, don’t 
talk, don’t argue or sloganize, try to get 
away before cops arrive. If caught by 
cops, say nothing and wait for your lawyer. 

• Create beauty, have fun, don’t get 
caught. 

More Info: www.calypso.com/flatcats 
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By the 20” Crank 

“Imagine you live in a city free of the noise, 
stench and danger of cars, trucks and buses. 
Imagine all your needs, from groceries to child 
care, are within a five-minute walk of your 
home. Imagine that the longest commute within 
your city takes 35 minutes door to door, by 
way of a cheap, safe and efficient public 
transportation system.” 

Carfree Cities is a landmark new text by 
J.H. Crawford which is sure to become a 
classic and a cornerstone of the movement to 
roll back the global cataclysm and tyranny of 
the automobile—starting at your front door. 
The book compares and contrasts Venice, 
Italy—the world's premiere carfree city— 
with Los Angeles, California—the world’s 
premiere automobile-addicted city. 

Packed with design details and a sequence 
of summaries providing the argument for 
carfree cities, the book may seem a bit dry and 
matter of fact at times, despite its exciting 
importance. Perhaps this is a result of 
writing the book in hopes of reaching not just 
those who are inspired to create a world free 


traffic engineers who will ultimately either 
embrace or reject this concept. Without 
winning that crowd over, expect a lot of 
problems when you try to see your dreams 
realized. As many bicycle advocates say, 
“never argue with an engineer”. Nevertheless, 
the book reads well and the ideas flow 
smoothly, and its wealth of information will 
more likely empower you should you ever have 
to argue city planning with an engineer or 
anyone else—let alone try to understand some 
of the gibberish they’re capable of spewing. 

After a rousing forward by the illustrious 
James Howard Kunstler (author of Geography 
of Nowhere, etc.), Crawford’s ideas begin 
with the premise that oil reserves are 
dwindling, that the automobile (whether or not 
it uses petroleum) is destroying not only our 
cities but our entire planet, and that cities are 
important human centers which are not going 
away and must become both sustainable and 
more livable—and that the private automobile 
is the key obstacle to sustainable, livable cities. 
Crawford brings us textbook-style through a 
discussion of cities including sections on 
“Yardsticks for Cities”, loads about the 
potential for good public transport, and even 
the chapter, “Wicked Cars”. 

Next he delves into the nuts and bolts of 
carfree design, including sections on design 
parameters, topology, districts, city blocks, 
buildings, passenger transport, and the ever 
tricky, freight delivery. These sections are 
graced with mandala-like diagrams of his 
reference design. From the sky, this dream 
city looks like a bead necklace allowed to fall 
into a supple shape. The beads are centers of 
human activity -- dense, multiuse development 
surrounding a central transit stop, where many 
of one’s everyday needs are met. Most of these 
circles of development are residential, some 
are more commercial, and a few are reserved 
for “not in my backyard"’“activities tike 
industry. For a small city, the necklace is 
folded once like a figure eight. For a very 
large city, the necklace looks more like a 
snowflake, with inner loops and outer loops 
organically unfolding like a flower. Everything 
else is green and blue open space. 

Zooming in on the circles, we find a 
delightfully crinkly chaos of adjacent buildings, 
jaggedly patched together as if formed like 
crystals, similar to what one finds in many 
older European cities. Some streets are so 
narrow that you can touch the building faces on 
either side at the same time. Others widen up 
into major town squares and open space. Each 
block can have its own internal open space, 
which can be shared with the public, or closed 
In the street anri either shared hv all who live 
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inspiring than the chopped up little private lot 
model. Other blocks (especially closer to the 
circle’s center) may have as little as no open 
space. 

Next, and perhaps most importantly, 
Crawford discusses the problem of actually 
implementing carfree cities in the real world. 
Three models emerge: one, to build a city from 
scratch; two, rebuild a city in decline (e.g., 
Cleveland, or Detroit), making use of the 
infrastructure wasting away; and finally, 
three, phasing in carfree sections of existing 
cities. This last concept is most important 
from an ecological standpoint. We must stop 
covering the land with new cities, and instead 
make better use of what we have. “The 
greatest challenge in the development of 
carfree cities is the conversion of vast auto¬ 
centric cities in the USA” writes Crawford. 
His plan calls for mapping the future 
development, increasing density near improved 
transit lines, and slowly demolishing buildings 
outside the carfree area. This concept is 
remarkably similar to Richard Register of 
Ecocity Builder’s plan for green Ecocities. 
Both Register and Crawford, while 
recognizing the value of the bicycle, design 
primarily for walking and transit, although 
Crawford includes a rough sketch of a “bicycle 
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By the 20” Crank 

“Imagine you live in a city free of the noise, 
stench and danger of cars, trucks and buses. 
Imagine all your needs, from groceries to child 
care, are within a five-minute walk of your 
home. Imagine that the longest commute within 
your city takes 35 minutes door to door, by 
way of a cheap, safe and efficient public 
transportation system.” 

Carfree Cities is a landmark new text by 
J.H. Crawford which is sure to become a 
classic and a cornerstone of the movement to 
roll back the global cataclysm and tyranny of 
the automobile—starting at your front door. 
The book compares and contrasts Venice, 
Italy—the world’s premiere carfree city— 
with Los Angeles, California—the world’s 
premiere automobile-addicted city. 

Packed with design details and a sequence 
of summaries providing the argument for 
carfree cities, the book may seem a bit dry and 
matter of fact at times, despite its exciting 
importance. Perhaps this is a result of 
writing the book in hopes of reaching not just 
those who are inspired to create a world free 
of automobiles, but for the audience which 
arguably most needs it—the already infinitely 
dry and unsympathetic city planners and 
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potential for good public transport, and even 
the chapter, “Wicked Cars”. 

Next he delves into the nuts and bolts of 
carfree design, including sections on design 
parameters, topology, districts, city blocks, 
buildings, passenger transport, and the ever 
tricky, freight delivery. These sections are 
graced with mandala-like diagrams of his 
reference design. From the sky, this dream 
city looks like a bead necklace allowed to fall 
into a supple shape. The beads are centers of 
human activity -- dense, multiuse development 
surrounding a central transit stop, where many 
of one’s everyday needs are met. Most of these 
circles of development are residential, some 
are more commercial, and a few are reserved 
for ..‘not. tn ray backyard" activities like 
industry. For a small city, the necklace is 
folded once like a figure eight. For a very 
large city, the necklace looks more like a 
snowflake, with inner loops and outer loops 
organically unfolding like a flower. Everything 
else is green and blue open space. 

Zooming in on the circles, we find a 
delightfully crinkly chaos of adjacent buildings, 
jaggedly patched together as if formed like 
crystals, similar to what one finds in many 
older European cities. Some streets are so 
narrow that you can touch the building faces on 
either side at the same time. Others widen up 
into major town squares and open space. Each 
block can have its own internal open space, 
which can be shared with the public, or closed 
to the street and either shared by all who live 
on the block, or parceled off into yards like in 
everytown USA. I find the publicly accessible 
shared yard concept vastly more humane and 
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$2-$3 million in city funding, is claimed to be 
necessary so 4th Street can compete with big 
box stores in Emeryville which are surrounded 
by acres of parking. The first attempt to fund 
the garage was recently defeated, but Mayor 
Dean is expected to keep trying. 

The university parking plans center around 
the Underhill block, a huge parking pit just NE 
of People’s Park. UC Berkeley wants to build a 
parking megastructure for 1,000 cars on a 
block directly between two blocks already 
containing dorms. Each dorm houses 1,000 
students. This begs the question of why the 
university would rather build 1,000 parking 
spaces for people to drive to campus than 
building 1,000 units of housing so people could 
live and walk 3 blocks to campus. 

The project would mean big traffic increases 
right next to the main bus corridor on College 
Ave. (which is already congested) and on two 
proposed bicycle boulevards. With the gutting 
of rent control statewide, rents have already 


skyrocketed 40% this year. UC Berkeley’s own for 
documents admit that the housing shortage for “Le 
students hurts diversity (on top of the gutting der 
of affirmative action). the 

Enter Rick Young, a UC law student. Rick a g 
formed PALPFPHUB (People Against Lots of Oth 
Parking and For Lots of Housing on the tow 
Underhill Block) and used the University’s own 1 
documents to show that the University was anc 

lying about the “need” for parking: rather than whi 

losing 1,000 spaces in recent years as they of 
claimed, they only lost about 50 spaces. bre 

Rick realized it was time for direct action. He am 
started an encampment at Underhill, demanding of I 
negotiations with the Chancellor on 5 demands, out 
Rick stayed on the lot for 3 weeks, garnering wa 
lots of local media attention on the issue of land \ 
use. The Chancellor was clearly waiting him out, stu 
hoping the students would leave and Rick would ne\ 
go away. We declared it Palpfphubia and ev< 
seceded. on 

Meanwhile, a lot of excitement was generated to 
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arfree Cities 


raffic engineers who will ultimately either 
;mbrace or reject this concept. Without 
winning that crowd over, expect a lot of 
Hoblems when you try to see your dreams 
ealized. As many bicycle advocates say, 
never argue with an engineer”. Nevertheless, 
he book reads well and the ideas flow 
smoothly, and its wealth of information will 
nore likely empower you should you ever have 
o argue city planning with an engineer or 
inyone else—let alone try to understand some 
)f the gibberish they’re capable of spewing. 

After a rousing forward by the illustrious 
lames Howard Kunstler (author of Geography 
>f Nowhere, etc.), Crawford’s ideas begin 
with the premise that oil reserves are 
Iwindling, that the automobile (whether or not 
I uses petroleum) is destroying not only our 
sities but our entire planet, and that cities are 
mportant human centers which are not going 
iway and must become both sustainable and 
nore livable—and that the private automobile 
s the key obstacle to sustainable, livable cities. 
Crawford brings us textbook-style through a 
liscussion of cities including sections on 
Yardsticks for Cities”, loads about the 
lotential for good public transport, and even 
he chapter, “Wicked Cars”. 

Next he delves into the nuts and bolts of 
arfree design, including sections on design 
•arameters, topology, districts, city blocks, 
luildings, passenger transport, and the ever 
ricky, freight delivery. These sections are 
iraced with mandala-like diagrams of his 
eference design. From the sky, this dream 
:ity looks like a bead necklace allowed to fall 
ito a supple shape. The beads are centers of 
luman activity - dense, multiuse development 
urrounding a central transit stop, where many 
if one’s everyday needs are met. Most of these 
:ircles of development are residential, some 

,m mricA nr\ri n faui oro rocnn/orl 



' 

100 C 100 200 300 4C: 500' 


inspiring than the chopped up little private lot 
model. Other blocks (especially closer to the 
circle’s center) may have as little as no open 
space. 

Next, and perhaps most importantly, 
Crawford discusses the problem of actually 
implementing carfree cities in the real world. 
Three models emerge: one, to build a city from 
scratch; two, rebuild a city in decline (e.g., 
Cleveland, or Detroit), making use of the 
infrastructure wasting away; and finally, 
three, phasing in carfree sections of existing 
cities. This last concept is most important 
from an ecological standpoint. We must stop 
covering the land with new cities, and instead 
make better use of what we have. “The 
greatest challenge in the development of 
carfree cities is the conversion of vast auto¬ 
centric cities in the USA” writes Crawford. 
His plan calls for mapping the future 
development, increasing density near improved 
transit lines, and slowly demolishing buildings 


demand, or developer’s incentives—everything 
can follow. Redeveloping cities is a dicey 
proposition—not only are developers generally 
swine, but every carfree area (after visionary 
activists have poured a pint or two of lifeblood 
into winning a project) will become potentially 
lucrative for private exploitation, defeating 
many of the benefits of carfree cities. Major 
real estate polls show that the number one 
concern of new home buyers is to live on a 
street with little motorcar traffic. In places 
like the San Francisco Bay Area, where cities 
surrounding the booming Silicon Valley are 
being rapidly and heartlessly gentrified, 
maintaining affordable housing and diversity is 
at an all-time crisis. 

But wait, there’s hope! Perhaps the most 
promising and exciting concept in the carfree 
cities proposal is that streets can be 
decommissioned for housing. The average 
urban street in the USA is capable of 
supporting a nice dense housing development 
down the middle, with room to widen sidewalks 
for every need including emergency access. 
Because, in general, municipalities own the 
streets (in Berkeley, almost 30% of the land is 
streets), the cities can choose to license the 
land to nonprofit developers, thereby 
achieving numerous goals at once: attractive, 
pleasant, livable areas of the city; affordable 
housing; increased density near transit 
(resulting in better working transit to meet 
increased demand); increased revenue base for 
cities; decreased cost of maintaining streets 
and private automobile use; and a potentially 
effective pressure on the corporate-ladder- 
climbing yuppie scum to actually STOP 
CONSUMING and be poor enough to be 
allowed to live in a stylin’ hip-ass urban 
epicenter carfree development! Why it makes 
my seat rattle just thinkin’ about it! 

Without the incredible burden of 



neighborhoods, would be reversed, and people 
would learn to live together and solve basic 
human needs more equitably, for everyone’s 
benefit. Crime would be reduced not only by 
improving everyone’s quality of life but 
because in a carfree city, there are more eyes 
on the street and there are no “getaway 
cars”. Public spaces would begin to function in 
a healthy way and reverse the current trend of 
locking down the commons, rousting the 
“undesirables”, hiring more and more police 
forces, putting anti-sleeping devices on 
benches, etc. As people began to interact with 
one another again, the sense of value of human 
beings would begin to return to societies 
suffering from automobile-induced decline, and 
so social policies would become more humane. 

Coalitions have been building more and more 
around related issues that carfree cities can 
help solve. Health workers, environmentalists, 
social justice advocates, opponents of 
globalization and more all have common ground 
here. Many groups work in relative isolation in 
hopes of reducing the many health, 
environmental and other harms of automobile 
use (whether they target sprawl and its 

Hoctri ir'ti/^n formlonrl 


\M) 




m 









>T>J 

M\ 


o rl k n ki ♦ a I • 


-v*vi 














dwindling, that the automobile (whether or not 
it uses petroleum) is destroying not only our 
cities but our entire planet, and that cities are 
important human centers which are not going 
away and must become both sustainable and 
more livable—and that the private automobile 
is the key obstacle to sustainable, livable cities. 
Crawford brings us textbook-style through a 
discussion of cities including sections on 
“Yardsticks for Cities”, loads about the 
potential for good public transport, and even 
Ihe chapter, “Wicked Cars”. 

Next he delves into the nuts and bolts of 
carfree design, including sections on design 
parameters, topology, districts, city blocks, 
buildings, passenger transport, and the ever 
tricky, freight delivery. These sections are 
graced with mandala-like diagrams of his 
reference design. From the sky, this dream 
city looks like a bead necklace allowed to fall 
into a supple shape. The beads are centers of 
human activity -- dense, multiuse development 
surrounding a central transit stop, where many 
of one’s everyday needs are met. Most of these 
circles of development are residential, some 
are more commercial, and a few are reserved 
for “not in my backyard” activities like 
industry. For a small city, the necklace is 
folded once like a figure eight. For a very 
large city, the necklace looks more like a 
snowflake, with inner loops and outer loops 
organically unfolding like a flower. Everything 
else is green and blue open space. 

Zooming in on the circles, we find a 
delightfully crinkly chaos of adjacent buildings, 
jaggedly patched together as if formed like 
crystals, similar to what one finds in many 
older European cities. Some streets are so 
narrow that you can touch the building faces on 
either side at the same time. Others widen up 
into major town squares and open space. Each 
block can have its own internal open space, 
which can be shared with the public, or closed 
to the street and either shared by all who live 
on the block, or parceled off into yards like in 
everytown USA. I find the publicly accessible 
shared yard concept vastly more humane and 
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inspiring than the chopped up little private lot 
model. Other blocks (especially closer to the 
circle’s center) may have as little as no open 
space. 

Next, and perhaps most importantly, 
Crawford discusses the problem of actually 
implementing carfree cities in the real world. 
Three models emerge: one, to build a city from 
scratch; two, rebuild a city in decline (e.g., 
Cleveland, or Detroit), making use of the 
infrastructure wasting away; and finally, 
three, phasing in carfree sections of existing 
cities. This last concept is most important 
from an ecological standpoint. We must stop 
covering the land with new cities, and instead 
make better use of what we have. “The 
greatest challenge in the development of 
carfree cities is the conversion of vast auto¬ 
centric cities in the USA” writes Crawford. 
His plan calls for mapping the future 
development, increasing density near improved 
transit lines, and slowly demolishing buildings 
outside the carfree area. This concept is 
remarkably similar to Richard Register of 
Ecocity Builder’s plan for green Ecocities. 
Both Register and Crawford, while 
recognizing the value of the bicycle, design 
primarily for walking and transit, although 
Crawford includes a rough sketch of a “bicycle 


city”, saying that while such a city is more 
resource-efficient, he believes “that the 
reference design offers a better quality of 
life than this design”. 

Facing up to the difficulty of convincing 
existing cities to change is the first and 
biggest step. Once there is political will— 
whether due to an ecological crisis, public 


promising and exciting concept in the carfree 
cities proposal is that streets can be 
decommissioned for housing. The average 
urban street in the USA is capable of 
supporting a nice dense housing development 
down the middle, with room to widen sidewalks 
for every need including emergency access. 
Because in general, municipalities own the 
streets (in Berkeley, almost 30% of the land is 
streets), the cities can choose to license the 
land to nonprofit developers, thereby 
achieving numerous goals at once: attractive, 
pleasant, livable areas of the city; affordable 
housing; increased density near transit 
(resulting in better working transit to meet 
increased demand); increased revenue base for 
cities; decreased cost of maintaining streets 
and private automobile use; and a potentially 
effective pressure on the corporate-ladder- 
climbing yuppie scum to actually STOP 
CONSUMING and be poor enough to be 
allowed to live in a stylin’ hip-ass urban 
epicenter carfree development! Why it makes 
my seat rattle just thinkin' about it! 

Without the incredible burden of 
supporting private automobile use, cities 
would have much more resources on hand for 
actual human needs (e.g., housing, healthcare, 
education). Environmental racism could be 
greatly reduced (e.g., freeways crisscrossing 
through poor/minority neighborhoods) 
because neighborhoods would be integrated. 


Poor families would be able to take public 
transportation to find jobs and to get to 
services. Those that struggle with owning a 
car taking up to 50% or more of their income 
would suddenly be greatly relieved of that 
need. The “brain drain” of urban flight to the 
suburbs caused by the automobile, which 
decimated and ghettoized many minority 


Perhaps ihe most promising and 
exciting concept in the carfree cities 
proposal is that streets can be 
decommissioned for housing 


parking lot, & the art of car smashing 


would learn to live together and solve basic 
human needs more equitably, for everyone’s 
benefit. Crime would be reduced not only by 
improving everyone’s quality of life but 
because in a carfree city, there are more eyes 
on the street and there are no “getaway 
cars”. Public spaces would begin to function in 
a healthy way and reverse the current trend of 
locking down the commons, rousting the 
“undesirables”, hiring more and more police 
forces, putting anti-sleeping devices on 
benches, etc. As people began to interact with 
one another again, the sense of value of human 
beings would begin to return to societies 
suffering from automobile-induced decline, and 
so social policies would become more humane. 

Coalitions have been building more and more 
around related issues that carfree cities can 
help solve. Health workers, environmentalists, 
social justice advocates, opponents of 
globalization and more all have common ground 
here. Many groups work in relative isolation in 
hopes of reducing the many health, 
environmental and other harms of automobile 
use (whether they target sprawl and its 
destruction of farmland and habitat; 
asthma/lung disease; deaths and disabilities 
from crashes; cultural/aesthetic objections; 
social justice including opposing environmental 
racism/classism and increasing affordable 
housing and access to jobs and services locally, t 
opposing ruthless genocide for oil globally; * 
increasing bicycling, walking and mass transit 
modeshares; and saving lives by getting people * 
to exercise). Despite all this, the public has > 
been disempowered by the extent of the 
monopoly over our everyday lives. But the 
potential for a powerful change is enormous. 

It’s time to organize hard, show that carfree > 
cities can work, and begin to implement them f 
around the world before the Los Angeles : 
model (already being exported to China) takes ^ 
their lands as well. ^ 

Ask your library and locally owned 
booksellers to carry Carfree Cities. Crawford 
has been touring around the world—invite him \ 
to speak! Checkoutwww.carfree.com. 
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education). Environmental racism could be 
greatly reduced (e.g., freeways crisscrossing 
through poor/minority neighborhoods) 
because neighborhoods would be integrated. 


Perhaps the most promising and 
exciting concept in the carfree cities 
proposal is that streets can be 
decommissioned for housing 


city”, saying that while such a city is more 
resource-efficient, he believes “that the 
reference design offers a better quality of 
life than this design”. 

Facing up to the difficulty of convincing 
existing cities to change is the first and 
biggest step. Once there is political will— 
whether due to an ecological crisis, public 


Poor families would be able to take public 
transportation to find jobs and to get to 
services. Those that struggle with owning a 
car taking up to 50% or more of their income 
would suddenly be greatly relieved of that 
need. The “brain drain” of urban flight to the 
suburbs caused by the automobile, which 
decimated and ghettoized many minority 


social justice including opposing environmental 
racism/classism and increasing affordable 
housing and access to jobs and services locally, 
opposing ruthless genocide for oil globally; 
increasing bicycling, walking and mass transit 
modeshares; and saving lives by getting people 
to exercise). Despite all this, the public has 
been disempowered by the extent of the 
monopoly over our everyday lives. But the 
potential for a powerful change is enormous. 
It’s time to organize hard, show that carfree 
cities can work, and begin to implement them 
around the world before the Los Angeles 
model (already being exported to China) takes 
their lands as well. 

Ask your library and locally owned 
booksellers to carry Carfree Cities. Crawford 
has been touring around the world—invite him 
to speak! Check out www.carfree.com. 
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parking lot, & the art of tar smashing 


2-$3 million in city funding, is claimed to be 
ecessary so 4th Street can compete with big 
ox stores in Emeryville which are surrounded 
y acres of parking. The first attempt to fund 
le garage was recently defeated, but Mayor 
lean is expected to keep trying. 

The university parking plans center around 
le Underhill block, a huge parking pit just NE 
f People’s Park. UC Berkeley wants to build a 
arking megastructure for 1,000 cars on a 
lock directly between two blocks already 
ontaining dorms. Each dorm houses 1,000 
ludents. This begs the question of why the 
niversity would rather build 1,000 parking 
paces for people to drive to campus than 
uilding 1,000 units of housing so people could 
/e and walk 3 blocks to campus. 

The project would mean big traffic increases 
ght next to the main bus corridor on College 
ve. (which is already congested) and on two 
roposed bicycle boulevards. With the gutting 
f rent control statewide, rents have already 


skyrocketed 40% this year. UC Berkeley’s own 
documents admit that the housing shortage for 
students hurts diversity (on top of the gutting 
of affirmative action). 

Enter Rick Young, a UC law student. Rick 
formed PALPFPHUB (People Against Lots of 
Parking and For Lots of Housing on the 
Underhill Block) and used the University’s own 
documents to show that the University was 
lying about the “need” for parking: rather than 
losing 1,000 spaces in recent years as they 
claimed, they only lost about 50 spaces. 

Rick realized it was time for direct action. He 
started an encampment at Underhill, demanding 
negotiations with the Chancellor on 5 demands. 
Rick stayed on the lot for 3 weeks, garnering 
lots of local media attention on the issue of land 
use. The Chancellor was clearly waiting him out, 
hoping the students would leave and Rick would 
go away. We declared it Palpfphubia and 
seceded. 

Meanwhile, a lot of excitement was generated 


for the possibilities of the ongoing campaign. 
“Let's turn this into an ecological 
demonstration project! How can we best use 
the underutilized spaces?” One person wanted 
a goat herd. One person wanted to plant trees. 
Others wanted solar panels. I wanted windmills 
towering up from the vacant triangles. 

To up the pressure Rick found a junkyard car 
and arranged for it to be delivered at the lot— 
where it was eagerly smashed to bits by loads 
of students and wingnuts, delighted for the 
break from finals. Early next morning, he was 
arrested along with all his possessions (and all 
of his friends’!) including his couches. He got 
out and was rearrested twice more before he 
was banned from the lot by Court order. 

With Rick banned from the lot and the 
students gone, the campaign went into a whole 
new phase. To build community and fun raise, 
every Saturday night at 9 PM people descend 
on the pit with couches and carpets and treats 
to turn the lot into a living room and watch 



“cheezie Americana fliks and cool politico 
shorts”, all brought by bike cart, electricity 
powered by a boat battery. 

Come fall, Underhill could very well turn into a 
tent city as students, angry because they 
cannot find a place to live, join the protest of 
subsidized environmental destruction for the 
wealthy at the expense of housing, diversity, 
and mother earth. 

For more information about Rick’s campaign 
check out http://www.geocities.com/rickis 
young/ or call him at (510) 666-8464. For 
more information about the Bike-In Movie Night, 
call (510) CREW-CUT (273-9288). 
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Seattle In Bangkok 


Residents of the Klong Dan area outside 
Bangkok, the capital of Thailand, along with 38 
nongovernmental organizations demanded a 
halt to plans to build a wastewater treatment 
plant which would devastate nearby 
communities. 

Inspired by the attempts in Seattle and 
Washington, DC to shut down the institutions 
of global capitalism, demonstrators converged 
on a narrow bridge leading to the Westin 
Hotel, where the annual Asian Development 
Bank meeting was in progress, and pushed 
police barricades down. The police were 
forced back. Some 4,000 protesters and 
2,000 police clashed. 

Unlike police in Seattle and Washington, DC, 
the police are reported (at least in the 


Associated Press) to have not used their clubs 
against protesters. A few people were injured 
in the confrontation with the police, possibly as 
a result of being caught in the crush of bodies 
while storming the barricades. 

The Asian Development Bank, which is 
dominated by the United States and Japan, 
was not shut down. Myoung-ho Shin, an ADB 
vice-president, attempted to stall protesters 
by offering to study their demands and meet 
with “their leaders” next month for talks. 
Organizers of the demonstration rejected the 
offer. 

Demands include that the bank stop funding 
the wastewater treatment project and cease 
making loans which increase the debt of poor 
nations and hurt farmers and the poor. 


CPS Takes Sam and Sal 


By the 20”-Crank of the Bicycle Revolution 
When is a police state a police state? Is it a 
police state when the state can break into your 
house with police and take your children away 


their mom. 

Now Patty has to face a very hard situation. 

She has no money and is faced with large fees 
for her attornev and court costs. The court 


Anarchist Golfers Tee Off 


The Anarchist Golfing Association (AGA) 
played a night-time tournament June 4 at the 
Pure Seed Testing (PST) research facility in 
Canby, Oregon. 

The action targeted the genetically 
engineered grasses PST is developing for golf 
courses, putting greens, croquet and athletic 
fields. PST’s aim is to produce a strain of 
creeping bentgrass resistant to the toxic 
herbicide glufosinate. In other words, a grass 
which can survive a treatment to destroy 
plants in the area. The use of such grass would 
encourage widespread use of the toxic 
herbicide. 

The ecological impact of introducing the 
mutated pollen of these genetically engineered 
grasses into the environment is unknown. A 
study released in May 2000 by a German 
researcher demonstrated that transgenic 
traits flow between species. The study 


tracked bacteria in the gut of pollinating bees 
using genetically engineered canola. 

The only step taken by PST to prevent the 
dispersal of transgenic traits in the local 
ecology has been the use of five-foot rye 
“pollen barriers”. 

The AGA responded gamely. In the two 
greenhouses struck, AGA “golfers” 
overturned, ripped up and stomped on 
hundreds of experimental grasses in pots and 
flats. They pulled up seven plots of non-native, 
invasive grass species. Identifying tags and 
stakes were pulled up or rearranged, and signs 
were modified. The Pure Seed Testing sign 
was altered to read “GE (Genetically 
Engineered) Seed Testing.” 

Players scattered AGA golf balls 
decorated with the anarchy symbol, and golf 
figurines. 


Mad Geniuses For A Better Tomorrow Resource (enter 


Started last September in the radical Fernwood section of Victoria, British Columbia, Mad G’s 
is a collectively run lending library and meeting space that houses a dark room, a computer 
terminal (currently non-internet) and various radical groups. 

Groups are an impressive array including; Forest Action Network, IWW, Food Not Bombs, 
Resist Corporate Rule, Camassia Society for Sustainable Living, Emma Goldman Play Group-a kids 
play group that meets four times a week, and the Tenants Union. Free Skool classes have run the 
gamut from an informal post modern discussion group to massage workshops, bike repair, and self 
defense. 


Mad G’s acts as a meeting place for the Fernwood- Victoria community and features a monthly 
Black Cat Cafe-open mic forum for rants and music and announcements of future actions, skits, 
and comedy, www.tao.ca-resist (240)386-0351 Open Monday-Saturday 12-4. 1921 Fernwood 
Road down the skinny ass back ally in Victoria, B.C. 


West Coast Warriors Fight Back 


Fed up with broken promises, members of the Cheam Nation began blockading the South 
entrance of the Rosedale Bridge, North of Vancouver BC in mid April. The nation, which takes 
issues with the general use of their traditional areas, resorted to direct action to compel the 
government to act in good faith after alienation in the treaty talks with the BC government. The 
blockade is at a critical point and interested supporters are asked to contact the Cheam Nation, 
604 794 7924; cheamfirstnation@yahoo.com, www.geocities.com/cheamfirstnation. 
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plant which would devastate nearby 
communities. 

Inspired by the attempts in Seattle and 
Washington, DC to shut down the institutions 
of global capitalism, demonstrators converged 
on a narrow bridge leading to the Westin 
Hotel, where the annual Asian Development 
Bank meeting was in progress, and pushed 
police barricades down. The police were 
forced back. Some 4,000 protesters and 
2,000 police clashed. 

Unlike police in Seattle and Washington, DC, 
the police are reported (at least in the 
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while storming the barricades. 

The Asian Development Bank, which is 
dominated by the United States and Japan, 
was not shut down. Myoung-ho Shin, an ADB 
vice-president, attempted to stall protesters 
by offering to study their demands and meet 
with “their leaders” next month for talks. 
Organizers of the demonstration rejected the 
offer. 

Demands include that the bank stop funding 
the wastewater treatment project and cease 
making loans which increase the debt of poor 
nations and hurt farmers and the poor. 


Mad bemuses (or A Better Tomorrow Resource (enter 


Started last September in the radical Fernwood section of Victoria, British Columbia, Mad G’s 
is a collectively run lending library and meeting space that houses a dark room, a computer 
terminal (currently non-internet) and various radical groups. 

Groups are an impressive array including; Forest Action Network, IWW, Food Not Bombs, 
Resist Corporate Rule, Camassia Society for Sustainable Living, Emma Goldman Play Group-a kids 
play group that meets four times a week, and the Tenants Union. Free Skool classes have run the 
gamut from an informal post modern discussion group to massage workshops, bike repair, and self 
defense. 

Mad G’s acts as a meeting place for the Fernwood- Victoria community and features a monthly 
Black Cat Cafe-open mic forum for rants and music and announcements of future actions, skits, 
and comedy, www.tao.ca-resist (240)386-0351 Open Monday-Saturday 12-4. 1921 Fernwood 
Road down the skinny ass back ally in Victoria, B.C. 



CPS Takes Sam and Sal 


By the 20”-Crank of the Bicycle Revolution 

When is a police state a police state? Is it a 
police state when the state can break into your 
house with police and take your children away 
with impunity, abuse them in the name of 
helping them, and use psychological torture 
and economic discrimination to try to keep 
them forever? 

The story I am telling is that horrible, and it 
is not an isolated case. The so-called “Child 
Protective Services”, or CPS (just one “o” as 
in “Oh no!” away from being the CoPS), is an 
agency out of control. 

Sam and Sal (not their real names) are two 
9-year old twins from west Berkeley with 
great attitudes, lots of roly-poly wrestling 
energy, and very astute minds. They showed 
up at one of the Bicycle-Friendly Berkeley 
Coalition (BFBC) celebrations last year. 

Sam and Sal made friends with people 
quickly, and were eager to learn. Since that 
time, they came to many BFBC events, a 
beginner bicycle class, parades, and even rode 
THE COUCH in critical mass. 

Their single mom, Patty, home-schooled I 
them because the she wants them to have the I 
best quality education possible. On May 20th, I 
Sam and Sal were violently stolen by the state. I 
Patty reports that the CPS came to her door I 
with an army of about ten Berkeley police.! 
When she let them in, they threw her into a wall I 
as they tore her children away. And then her| 
little boys were gone. 

‘They didn’t show any papers, not anything, I 
and didn’t even give me a receipt or proof that 


their mom. 

Now Patty has to face a very hard situation. 

She has no money and is faced with large fees 
for her attorney and court costs. The court 
action will be based in part on a psychological 
evaluation that CPS conducts. Patty needs 
$1,000 in addition to huge mounting legal fees 
in order to hire an alternate psychologist and 
avoid allowing the people who stole her children 
to decide if she is “mentally fit”. 

Patty is fighting back with everything she’s 
got. A trial is expected to begin in mid-July, 
please contact her at (510) 666-0411 if you 
can help in any way. Patty has found two 
bands willing to play a Benefit July 23 from 1- 
4 PM at Ashkenaz (1317 San Pablo Avenue in 
Berkeley) and could use another big-name 
band, help promoting, help the day of, and any 
other form of benefit that can be organized to 
raise money. No one will be turned away at the 
door for lack of funds. $2 - $20 donation 
requested. Kids free! Live Music, Dancing, 
Potluck Brunch and Lotsa Love! 


West Coast Warriors Fight Back 


Fed up with broken promises, members of the Cheam Nation began blockading the South 
entrance of the Rosedale Bridge, North of Vancouver BC in mid April. The nation, which takes 
issues with the general use of their traditional areas, resorted to direct action to compel the 
government to act in good faith after alienation in the treaty talks with the BC government. The 
blockade is at a critical point and interested supporters are asked to contact the Cheam Nation, 
604 794 7924; cheamfirstnation@yahoo.com, www.geocities.com/cheamfirstnation. 
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them forever? 

The story I am telling is that horrible, and it 
is not an isolated case. The so-called “Child 
Protective Services”, or CPS (just one “o” as 
in “Oh no!” away from being the CoPS), is an 
agency out of control. 

Sam and Sal (not their real names) are two 
9-year old twins from west Berkeley with 
great attitudes, lots of roly-poly wrestling 
energy, and very astute minds. They showed 
up at one of the Bicycle-Friendly Berkeley 
Coalition (BFBC) celebrations last year. 

Sam and Sal made friends with people 
quickly, and were eager to learn. Since that 
time, they came to many BFBC events, a 
beginner bicycle class, parades, and even rode 
THE COUCH in critical mass. 

Their single mom, Patty, home-schooled 
them because the she wants them to have the 
best quality education possible. On May 20th, 
Sam and Sal were violently stolen by the state. 
Patty reports that the CPS came to her door 
with an army of about ten Berkeley police. 
When she let them in, they threw her into a wall 
as they tore her children away. And then her 
little boys were gone. 

'They didn’t show any papers, not anything, 
and didn’t even give me a receipt or proof that 
they had taken my children,” says Patty. 

The official justification for this? The CPS 
documents read, “The children are 
homeschooled and never see anyone but the 
mother.” 

Social isolation - yeah right! These kids 
have had impressive experiences for nine year 
olds! At the first court hearing, 25 friends of 
Sam and Sal showed up on short notice in the 
middle of a work day. They were refused the 
opportunity to speak or even to stay in the 
courtroom. 

Sam and Sal have suffered exactly the fate 
that the CPS claimed to be protecting them 
from. They are not permitted to finish their 
fourth grade schoolwork and will have to 
repeat the entire school year instead of going 
into the fifth grade. Their medical and dental 
check-ups and new glasses have been 
postponed indefinitely, so they can't see 
correctly to read. They are brutally and 
socially isolated, no friends can visit or call. 
They are allowed just one hour a week with 



Insurgent Vol. II #8 

The Insurgent is out of the University of 
Oregon. There is lots of local news in here but 
also a large dose of world news of interest to 
anarchists. This issue has a round up of May 
Day actions from all over, an article on prison 
rape, along with articles on gardens and 
sustainable living. 'fmUf/Husnt/A 

Subscriptions are $15.00/yr. 'y/Hu/fHl 
Insurgent 

Erb Memorial Union Suite 
University of Oregon 
Eugene, OR 97403 1 


recognize some typical behavior. 
$2.50 from: jfljHu. ,/i/* 

bbt flm/llHMufa 

PO Box 4279 V/HUllHfffk 

Berkeley, CA 94704^©5* 
v//w/>w//w//wwWw 


vp i ,uuu mi auumuii ii ilhjo iiiwui iuii^ icyui iuuo 

in order to hire an alternate psychologist and 
avoid allowing the people who stole her children 
to decide if she is “mentally fit”. 

Patty is fighting back with everything she’s 
got. A trial is expected to begin in mid-July, 
please contact her at (510) 666-0411 if you 
can help in any way. Patty has found two 
bands willing to play a Benefit July 23 from 1- 
4 PM at Ashkenaz (1317 San Pablo Avenue in 
Berkeley) and could use another big-name 
band, help promoting, help the day of, and any 
other form of benefit that can be organized to 
raise money. No one will be turned away at the 
door for lack of funds. $2 - $20 donation 
requested. Kids free! Live Music, Dancing, 
Potluck Brunch and Lotsa Love! 
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buck or two. 

Scott 

545 Calle del Norte’* 

Camarillo, CA 93010 


^always enjoy reading it. 
\ Cindy 

\ PO Box 1734 
\ Ashville, NC 28802" 


urinary tract infections. . .. . . 1U _ . _ . 

Doris is a well written personal zine. l2r ls , a abou . ! be ^ ead ^ nd ca e ’ a 
— J collectively run joint in an unnamed city. If 

'■ $1 00 to- JfU/JHUTHOj. S you’ve ever been in a collective you may 








Continued from page 3 

Student Strike 


arrest of nearly a thousand members. The 
University Administration is trying to pretend 
that everything has been returned to normalcy 
even while they are involved in formal 
negotiations with the CGH. Administration 
buildings are still not safe from spontaneous 
takeover. There are permanent encampments 
on campus and in front of the jail, calling for 
the release of their comrades and the 
fulfillment of the six demands. And in April 
2000, the CGH held an International Student 
Conference to celebrate the year anniversary 
of the strike, which drew participants from all 
over Latin America, and Europe. There they 
discussed strategies for combating 
privatization and neoliberalism, education as a 
means of ideological repression, and the uses 
and abuses of science, technology, culture and 
the media. 

When I was in Mexico City last November, 
some people told me this is the strongest 
student movement in Mexico's history. Whether 
or not this is true, the strike continues to be 
heard, lending itself to the river of organized 


NEFfiC Raises 


dissent. As I write, on June 5th, the remaining 
6 student prisoners have been approved for 
release on bail, after demanding to be let go as 
a group. (There are currently 200 some 
students who have charges pending). Public 
school teachers are currently conducting their 
own strike on a national scale. The EZLN is 
having an official gathering in Mexico City on 
June 9th, in the midst of threats to “resolve 
the problem” before the new president is 
elected in July. Even AeroMexico workers have 
joined the picket lines. 

And so the struggle continues in the spirit 
of El Mexe, a Normal School in the state of 
Hidalgo, where on February 19, 2000, 68 
police officers were taken hostage, stripped 
naked, and hog-tied by townspeople, in 
retaliation for the brutal repression of 
another student strike. (The officers were 
later traded for 376 prisoners of the State). 
As one officer commented afterward, “We 
always win, but by God, this time we lost.” 
Amen, brother. 


Questions 



Continued from page 3 perspectives, [and] popularizing anarchist and 

be self-determining, and the subject of his or anti-hierarchical organizing principles (such as 
her own thought. decentralization, self-management and direct 
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Crisis In Colombia 


Southern Colombia, stronghold of the FARC 
leftist rebels. The US aid, designed to arm 
and train the Colombian security forces, will 
further involve the US in the war. 

The civil war pits two leftist guerrilla 
armies—the FARC (Colombian Revolutionary 
Armed Forces) and the ELN (Army of National 
Liberation)—against the Colombian military 
and right wing paramilitary forces, which are 
linked to the military and reportedly receive 
US training and funding. Trapped in the 
middle are millions of civilians suffering the 
brunt of the extortion, kidnappings and mass 
killings associated with the conflict. 

FARC and ELN have a political agenda that 
calls for agrarian reform, democratization and 
protection of natural resources from 
multinational corporations. In exchange for 
allegiance, the FARC offers peasants the 
promise of eventual political power and 
protection from the government and the 
growing paramilitaries that are the guerrillas 
most brutal and most effective adversaries. 

Sadly, there are no real “good guys” in this 
quagmire. The conflict comes down to who will 
have the power; control over the world’s most 
profitable drug trade, valuable natural 
resources including oil, and control of the 
nation’s government with the players including 
displaced peasants, the guerrillas, the drug 
traffickers, the army, and the paramilitary. 
Inevitably, the common people are the real ones 
to suffer, forgotten by the Clinton 
Administration and the Colombian government. 

Colombian peasants are caught between 
global economic forces on one side, the war on 
another, with the US backed narco war adding 
its own special set of persecutions. 

In December, the government agreed to a 
$2.7 billion loan from the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) to combat the worst 
market economic conditions in more than 50 
years. The loan, designed to protect the 
owning class, came with a price: the IMF made 
the loan conditional on austerity measures— 


crops substitution programs. American- 
financed aerial spraying campaigns have been 
the principal means by which the Colombian 
government has sought to reduce coca and 
opium poppy cultivation for nearly a decade. 
The eradication fleet has grown to include 65 
airplanes and helicopters, which fly every day, 
weather permitting. Despite these efforts 
which have received more than $150 million in 
American aid over the last five years, cocaine 
and heroin production in Colombia has more 
than doubled since 1995. 

These eradication methods threaten rural 
health: spraying reportedly takes place over 
schools, houses, grazing areas and sources of 
water. Spraying can’t accomplish the stated 
goal because spraying only exacerbates drug 
production by destabilizing communities that 
are trying to get out of growing these crops 
by replacing them with “legal” alternatives. 

How Colombian peasants are supposed to 
survive after the coca crops have been 
eradicated is a subject rarely discussed by the 
White House and the State Department. In 
reality, given the dismantling of “legal” crop 
subsidies, there are only three options open: 
move deeper into the jungle and plant new coca 



economically depressed cities, providing a 
larger surplus army of labor to keep labor 
prices down. 

It is indisputable that additional US military 
aid will widen the war. disruDt the Deace 







or not this is true, the strike continues to be always win, but by God, this time we lost.’ 
heard, lending itself to the river of organized Amen, brother. 


NEFfIC Raises Questions 
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be self-determining, and the subject of his or 
her own thought. 

The strongest defense against statism, and 
the strongest basis on which to nurture 
freedom, is to transform the objectified 
“masses” into critical-thinking and socially- 
conscious individuals. Anarchism must not only 
achieve this, but it must lead the way in 
fostering a new kind of politics in which one¬ 
way communication can no longer exist. 

NEFAC goals include both self-directed 
“study and theoretical development” and 
other-directed “agitation and propaganda.” 
Until these goals are merged -- until study and 
theoretical development are the basis of a 
two-way dialog -- their liberatory aim cannot 
be realized. Political platforms and 
propaganda are structurally authoritarian; 
even the development of a perfect idea cannot 
make it less so, once enshrined as The Answer. 
But this is not cause for despair - it is the 
seed for transformation. Class struggle 
begins with genuine dialog, with the return of 
men and women to their authentic self- 
knowledge. 

NEFAC also holds that the federation is a 
model of how society as a whole should be 
organized. 

Federalism is a political system in which 
semi-autonomous collectivities (in this case 
affinity groups) unite for certain specified 
political purposes. At the moment NEFAC’s 
purpose is Somewhat Sketchv. Their documents 


perspectives, [and] popularizing anarchist and 
anti-hierarchical organizing principles (such as 
decentralization, self-management and direct 
democracy).” 

The idea that unity or even consistency are 
always liberatory is mistaken. Sometimes 
inconsistency and a bit of discord is exactly 
what’s needed to accomplish the work of 
liberation. 

The problems which crop up with Federalism 
are very real ones. Rather than focus on 
NEFAC and Federalism, though, I would like to 
suggest some of the critical problems which 
concern any anarchist organization. These are 
my personal point of view, as indeed is the 
whole article; I do not pretend to speak either 
for “anarchists in general” or “the editorial 
collective.” I, to the best of my current 
understanding, believe that any organization 
which is liberatory in structure and intent 
must include these basic elements: 

First, it must allow and perhaps even foster 
dissent; the individual should not be 
suppressed by any false need for unity. 

Second, it must allow and foster on-going 
self-criticism. This does not mean a sort of 
self-flagellation, but merely an honest 
questioning consciousness. Social freedom in 
practice doesn’t look like a religion; there can 
be no “higher answers” or “ultimate truths” - 
and that can indeed be very scary to face. But 
there are higher questions -- and seeing that 
relieves the fear; because higher questions are 
based on understandina: and understanding! tin 


protection from the government and the 
growing paramilitaries that are the guerrillas 
most brutal and most effective adversaries. 

Sadly, there are no real “good guys” in this 
quagmire. The conflict comes down to who will 
have the power; control over the world’s most 
profitable drug trade, valuable natural 
resources including oil, and control of the 
nation’s government with the players including 
displaced peasants, the guerrillas, the drug 
traffickers, the army, and the paramilitary. 
Inevitably, the common people are the real ones 
to suffer, forgotten by the Clinton 
Administration and the Colombian government. 

Colombian peasants are caught between 
global economic forces on one side, the war on 
another, with the US backed narco war adding 
its own special set of persecutions. 

In December, the government agreed to a 
$2.7 billion loan from the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) to combat the worst 
market economic conditions in more than 50 
years. The loan, designed to protect the 
owning class, came with a price: the IMF made 
the loan conditional on austerity measures— 
principally cutting government subsidies and 
programs for the poor, including subsidies for 
“legal” alternatives to coca production. 

Predictably, austerity measures only 
increase the numbers of peasants who turn to 
coca cultivation as a means of supporting 
themselves and their families, especially when 
the market price for legal crops remains below 
subsistence levels. 

As economic forces move Colombian 
peasants into drug production, the US 
government, which supports IMF policies which 
in turn cause the increase in coca production, is 
expanding its drug crop eradication program. 

The $1.6 billion aid package includes more 
money for helicopters to spray vast areas of 
Colombian farmland with potentially harmful 
herbicides intended to destroy coca crops, but 
which also destroys food crops and “legal” 
crops produced though government sponsored 
the Colombian military and the leftist rebels 
who have been involved in the conflict since the 
60’s, since drug interdiction efforts are 
directed against coca growing regions in 


How Colombian peasants are supposed to 
survive after the coca crops have been 
eradicated is a subject rarely discussed by the 
White House and the State Department. In 
reality, given the dismantling of “legal” crop 
subsidies, there are only three options open: 
move deeper into the jungle and plant new coca 
crops, join querrilla or paramilitary forces, or 


flee to the poverty ridden slums of the 
economically depressed cities, providing a 
larger surplus army of labor to keep labor 
prices down. 

It is indisputable that additional US military 
aid will widen the war, disrupt the peace 
process, and guaranty ongoing attacks of 
indigenous populations, destroying their 
culture and way of life. 

The U.S. and Colombian governments admit 
that expanding the war will displace more 
peasants, in a country already dealing with 1.9 
million refugees. Meanwhile, the murder of 
labor organizers, peasant leaders, church 
workers, and expansion of paramilitary death 
squads in conjunction with the military will 
continue. 

Military aid to Columbia should be cut, not 
expanded, and the war on drugs ought to be 
ended both for the harm it causes in Columbia 
and right here at home. Keep an eye on what 
the US is doing in Columbia. 

For more information, Contact Colombia 
Human Rights Network www.igc.org/colhrnet/ 
index/htm; Human Rights Watch www.hnv.org, 
Resources Center for the Americas 
www.americas.org. 
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“masses" into critical-thinking and socially- 
conscious individuals. Anarchism must not only 
achieve this, but it must lead the way in 
fostering a new kind of politics in which one¬ 
way communication can no longer exist. 

NEFAC goals include both self-directed 
“study and theoretical development” and 
other-directed “agitation and propaganda.” 
Until these goals are merged - until study and 
theoretical development are the basis of a 
two-way dialog -- their liberatory aim cannot 
be realized. Political platforms and 
propaganda are structurally authoritarian; 
even the development of a perfect idea cannot 
make it less so, once enshrined as The Answer. 
But this is not cause for despair -- it is the 
seed for transformation. Class struggle 
begins with genuine dialog, with the return of 
men and women to their authentic self- 
knowledge. 

NEFAC also holds that the federation is a 
model of how society as a whole should be 
organized. 

Federalism is a political system in which 
semi-autonomous collectivities (in this case 
affinity groups) unite for certain specified 
political purposes. At the moment NEFAC’s 
purpose is somewhat sketchy. Their documents 
state, “The activity of the federation is 
organized around three poles: study and 
theoretical development; anarchist agitation 
and propaganda; and intervention in the 
struggle of our class, be it autonomously or by 
way of direct involvement in social movements.” 

Theoretical and tactical unity are major 
goals of NEFAC. Study groups and agitprop 
are intended to create theoretical unity, while 
the federation hopes (by providing a general 
frame-work) to attain a degree of consistency 
in the actions of its members. But what sort of 
action is intended? How is consistency 
possible, when the tactics are never defined? 
What are the implications or the limitations of 
intervention? At the present time, NEFAC’s 
Aims & Principles and Constitution are too 
ambiguous to serve as guidelines for unified 
theory or action. 

Talking to NEFAC members, however, a 
simpler but more cogent picture of NEFAC 
emerges. Intervention may mean, as Mark 
Laskey says, “pushing for [a] more radical 
direction in the way of tactics and 


inconsistency and a bit of discord is exactly 
what’s needed to accomplish the work of 
liberation. 

The problems which crop up with Federalism 
are very real ones. Rather than focus on 
NEFAC and Federalism, though, I would like to 
suggest some of the critical problems which 
concern any anarchist organization. These are 
my personal point of view, as indeed is the 
whole article; I do not pretend to speak either 
for “anarchists in general” or “the editorial 
collective.” I, to the best of my current 
understanding, believe that any organization 
which is liberatory in structure and intent 
must include these basic elements: 

First, it must allow and perhaps even foster 
dissent; the individual should not be 
suppressed by any false need for unity. 

Second, it must allow and foster on-going 
self-criticism. This does not mean a sort of 
self-flagellation, but merely an honest 
questioning consciousness. Social freedom in 
practice doesn't look like a religion; there can 
be no “higher answers” or “ultimate truths” -- 
and that can indeed be very scary to face. But 
there are higher questions -- and seeing that 
relieves the fear; because higher questions are 
based on understanding; and understanding (in 
my personal experience) alleviates fear. 

Third, the structure of membership and 
decision-making must be somewhat fluid. 
Whoever wants to do the work should be 
welcome to do the work. But what is “the 
work”? Whether it is organizing class struggle 
or putting out a newspaper, there is a certain 
degree of agreement necessary as to what the 
purpose of the group is. Beyond that modest 
basis of unity, however, suppressing diversity 
merely undermines the group's growth - or 
the growth of its individual members. 

Fourth, groups should understand and 
acknowledge that direct democracy, consensus 
and collective responsibility are simply 
methods of imposing a social order. They can 
all be used to suppress dissent. If they are 
enshrined as Sacred Principles of Anarchist 
Method, they become invisible structures of 
authority. This is not healthy in anti¬ 
authoritarian organizations. 

In thought and in action, the means are the 
ends. The means to freedom must be consonant 
with freedom itself. 


Predictably, austerity measures only 
increase the numbers of peasants who turn to 
coca cultivation as a means of supporting 
themselves and their families, especially when 
the market price for legal crops remains below 
subsistence levels. 

As economic forces move Colombian 
peasants into drug production, the US 
government, which supports IMF policies which 
in turn cause the increase in coca production, is 
expanding its drug crop eradication program. 

The $1.6 billion aid package includes more 
money for helicopters to spray vast areas of 
Colombian farmland with potentially harmful 
herbicides intended to destroy coca crops, but 
which also destroys food crops and “legal” 
crops produced though government sponsored 
the Colombian military and the leftist rebels 
who have been involved in the conflict since the 
60’s, since drug interdiction efforts are 
directed against coca growing regions in 


The U.S. and Colombian governments admit 
that expanding the war will displace more 
peasants, in a country already dealing with 1.9 
million refugees. Meanwhile, the murder of 
labor organizers, peasant leaders, church 
workers, and expansion of paramilitary death 
squads in conjunction with the military will 
continue. 

Military aid to Columbia should be cut, not 
expanded, and the war on drugs ought to be 
ended both for the harm it causes in Columbia 
and right here at home. Keep an eye on what 
the US is doing in Columbia. 

For more information, Contact Colombia 
Human Rights Network www.igc.org/colhrnet/ 
index/htm; Human Rights Watch www.hrw.org, 
Resources Center for the Americas 
www.americas.org. 
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Localize the struggle against globalization 


by PB Floyd 

Seattle. DC. Los Angeles. Philadelphia. 
The very mention of these cities where great | 
confrontations have recently occurred or are 
expected in the coming months conjure images 
of a resurgent mass direct action movement. 
Thousands of radicals, particularly anarchists, 
are rapidly gaining experience in powerful and 
effective tactics of mass disruption including 
the widespread use of lock boxes, mobile 
communications, moving militant action, and 
even puppet deployment. 

Mass direct action is powerful, visible, and 
effective. But just aa “traditional” non-violent 
civil disobedience actions, like the 5,000 people 
arrested at the School of Americas just a week 
before Seattle, are now ignored and 
predictable, there is a danger that national 
mega gatherings will lose effectiveness unless 
activists learn to take it to the next level. 

What is missing from the centralized 
spectacles like DC, Seattle, and this year’s 
fourth annual San Francisco May Day is local 
actions to match the national gatherings. In 
Berkeley, for example, militant protests and 
direct actions right in town used to be common 
place in the 1980s and early 90s. These local, 
smaller but more spontaneous actions are 
strangely missing, even as mega-actions 
increase in number. 

The most spontaneous and grassroots 
Berkeley actions were called BART alerts. An 
issue would come up and someone would call for 
a 5 p.m. protest at BART. These often 
turned into roving marches, sometimes tearing 
up targets like the ROTC on campus, etc. 
These actions were much smaller than Seattle, 
but they were accessible to the majority of 
people who couldn’t travel for a few days for a 
protest—families, workers, regular folks. 
And even more importantly, they were i 
organized quickly, by the seat of the pants, ’ 
saving resources and permitting more people 
to be in the streets more often. 


It felt managed, scripted, controlled. There 
wasn’t a lot of spontaneity. And there was 
barely any space for militancy. 


In Seattle, thousands of people took their 
own initiative. There were meetings and 



organization but the scale of the action in the 
streets was sufficient to eclipse any effort by 
meetings and organizers to direct the 
proceedings. The communications system was 
shut down by cops and thousands of people 
had to figure out what to do at their 
particular corners on their own. And it worked 
because the individual reservoirs of creativity, 
bravery and militancy of the thousands in the 
streets were far more brilliant than anything 
that could have been organized by committee. 
The cops ultimately did us a huge favor by 
shutting down centralized communications 
structures; the masses avoided being 
“manaaed” bv our own “leaders.” 


people focused on May Day to the exclusion of 
most other activities. 

Berkeley’s Leap Day festivities was an 
excellent example of the kind of action that 
should happen more often. As a joke, because 
there was no historical date for February 29 
to put in the Y2k Slingshot Organizer, 
someone typed in the following on February 29: 
“Leap Day Action night - Use your extra day 
to help smash capitalism, patriarchy and the 
state! (In Berkeley, gather at Berkeley BART 
at 6 p.m. Bring running shoes and masks).” 

As February 29 drew near, some of us 
decided to make this action a reality. There 
was one, and only one, meeting to organize it. It 
took two flyers: one for the meeting, one for 
the action itself. In the end, the action wasn’t 
hugely attended. 40 or 50 people showed up 
at the BART station plaza with black face 
masks, black clothes, black flags. There was a 
mobile sound system to give the action an RTS 
flavor, and a computer was ceremonially 
smashed as the protest started. A day-of- 
the-action flyer appeared which targeted the 
corporate invasion of Berkeley by chainstores, 
showing their locations on a downtown map. 

The crowd marched from chainstore to 
chainstore, with no pre-planned route, making 
speeches in front of each one with a megaphone 
and blocking the entrance with a reenactment 
of the Battle of Seattle, carried out with 
finger puppets. Finger puppets are better 
than the large ones at a militant action because 
if the cops charge, it is a lot easier to run with 


Democratic Convention 

A Convergence Center, will be open from 
August 5-13. The center will be a gathering 
point and will provide orientation, space for 
art and puppet making, action trainings, and 
traininas for eaal and medical needs. Food will 


just a finger puppet. Also, you don’t have to 
worry about preserving the huge puppets 
which took countless hours to build in case of 
trouble. The finger puppets were in four 
designs: turtles, black-masked Eugene 
anarchists, WTO delegates and police finger 
puppets. 

At several stores—Barnes and Noble, Eddie 
Bauer, McDonald’s, Starbucks—the small, 
crowd briefly occupied the store until the 
police arrived. At Blockbuster Video, people 
smashed a TV right in front of the door. The 
march lasted about 2 hours, blocked lots of 
traffic, and was watched carefully by lots of 
cops. 

All of this took virtually no organization or 
time to put together, but accomplished several 
purposes: (1) attack on business interests; 
(2) direct action politics in public to inspire 
others to action; (3) test tactics; (4) fun. 

In Eugene, after the June 18 Reclaim the 
Streets action turned into a mini-riot last 
year, activists started having monthly protest 
events to keep out in the streets. Sort of like 
Critical Mass, except a protest. Same place 
and time each month, different route and 
targets. If the direct action scene wants to 
move beyond Seattle, take on issues in our local 
communities, build a movement with people who 
can't take off work to travel to a distant city, 
and continue to evolve our tactics to maintain. 
effectiveness, it might be a good idea to follow 
Eugene’s lead. 


endorsed by a European grassroots meeting 
and a number of Latin American movements 
which met in Nicaragua recently. This action 
follows on the heels of the May 16, June 18, 
November 30 and May 1 actions. 

As before, the day will be organized in a non- 


Last Minute Action Notes! 






What is missing from the centralized 
spectacles like DC, Seattle, and this year’s 
fourth annual San Francisco May Day is local 
actions to match the national gatherings. In 
Berkeley, for example, militant protests and 
direct actions right in town used to be common 
place in the 1980s and early 90s. These local, 
smaller but more spontaneous actions are 
strangely missing, even as mega-actions 
increase in number. 

The most spontaneous and grassroots 
Berkeley actions were called BART alerts. An 
issue would come up and someone would call for 
a 5 p.m. protest at BART- These often 
turned into roving marches, sometimes tearing 
up targets like the ROTC on campus, etc. 
These actions were much smaller than Seattle, * 
but they were accessible to the majority of 
people who couldn’t travel for a few days for a 
protest—families, workers, regular folks. 
And even more importantly, they were _ 
organized quickly, by the seat of the pants, 
saving resources and permitting more people 
to be in the streets more often. 

This year’s San Francisco May Day is an ■ 
example of What can go wrong with mega 
action. After Seattle, people were jazzed that 
May Day would be bigger than ever, and there 
was a lot of excitement for some more militant 
tactics this year. Months of planning meetings 
began. Everything was carefully coordinated. 
So muCh work and effort went into it that the 
result was Completely the opposite of Seattle. 



- 0 - - 0 - 



organization but the scale of the action in the 
streets was sufficient to eclipse any effort by 
meetings and organizers to direct the 
proceedings. The communications system was 
shut down by cops and thousands of people 
had to figure out what to do at their 
particular corners on their own. And it worked 
because the individual reservoirs of creativity, 
bravery and militancy of the thousands in the 
streets were far more brilliant than anything 
that could have been organized by committee. 
The cops ultimately did us a huge favor by 
shutting down centralized communications 
structures; the masses avoided being 
“managed” by our own “leaders.” 

How about experimenting with locally based 
actions/demos, that aren’t so carefully 
scripted and don’t require such huge advance 
organizing efforts, but that emphasize 
individual spontaneity and collective creativity 
and militancy? Local actions could happen 
monthly or more in dozens of cities, providing 
invaluable training in street tactics. It took 
months to organize SF May Day, with dozens of 






V/e can hardly belieye it ourselves, but we're already hard at work at the 2001 
Organizer. Send us your suggestions for historical dates by July 20 to 
slingshot@tao.ca. 

Also, if your group"wants to be listed in our resource directory, send us the name, 
address and phone'number. There must be a phone number-no elitist email only 
•groups allowed! August* 10 deadline 


The 2001 Organizer will be available by October 15, 2000. 
Don’t send us orders until then, please—its too confusing. 
We’ve been out of the Y2k version for months now. 


Ordering Information for 2001: 

1 copy $5 

4 copies $ 16 

10 copies $33 



All those prices include postage. We ship quickly and you should get your organizer 
about 2 weeks after ordering Orders sent after December 1 shiD slower because of the 


mobile sound system to give the action an RTS 
flavor, and a computer was ceremonially 
smashed as the protest started. A day-of- 
the-action flyer appeared which targeted the 
corporate invasion of Berkeley by chainstores, 
showing their locations on a downtown map. 

The crowd marched from chainstore to 
chainstore, with no pre-planned route, making 
speeches in front of each one with a megaphone 
and blocking the entrance with a reenactment 
of the Battle of Seattle, carried out with 
finger puppets. Finger puppets are better 
than the large ones at a militant action because 
if the cops charge, it is a lot easier to run with 


others to action; (3) test tactics; (4) fun. 

In Eugene, after the June 18 Reclaim the 
Streets action turned into a mini-riot last 
year, activists started having monthly protest 
events to keep out in the streets. Sort of like 
Critical Mass, except a protest. Same place 
and time each month, different route and 
targets. If the direct action scene wants to 
move beyond Seattle, take on issues in our local 
communities, build a movement with people who 
can’t take off work to travel to a distant city, 
and continue to evolve our tactics to maintain. 
effectiveness, it might be a good idea to follow 
Eugene’s lead. 


Last Minute Action Notes! 


Democratic Convention 

A Convergence Center, will be open from 
August 5-13. The center will be a gathering 
point and will provide orientation, space for 
art and puppet making, action trainings, and 
trainings for legal and medical needs. Food will 
be available. The Convergence Center needs 
money and volunteer energy. When you’re in 
LA, help out and see what, they need (food 
prep help, cleaning, security, etc.) The 
Center’s location will be announced soon. 

People working on setting up the LA actions 
have the following requests and tips: It’s 
better to come with an affinity group already 
formed. Please get actio/Vcivil disobedience/ 
non-violence training before you come to LA if 
possible. •- 

There will be a different-, theme every day 
during the Democratic Convention with a range 
of actions from legal marches to civil 
disobedience, etc. They’re as follows: 

Monday: Human Needs Not Corporate Greed 
Tuesday: An injury to one is an injury to all 
(Gay/Lesbian/Bi/Trans, women, environmental 
racism and environmental justice) 

Wednesday: Stop Police Brutality Day/Fight 
the Prison Industrial Complex/Criminalization 
of Youth and Elders 

Thursday: Global Justice, Immigrant Rights & 
Stop Militarism. 

For info, email bayareadan@egroups.com. 

Global Day Against Capitalism 

September 26, 2000 will be the next Global 
Day of Action Against Capitalism! Many 
groups around the world are preparing for 
this event. September 26-28 the IMF and the 
World Bank are holding their 55th annual 

summit in Pranun Pennlfi across Fnrnne and 


endorsed by a European grassroots meeting 
and a number of Latin American movements 
which met in Nicaragua recently. This action 
follows on the heels of the May 16, June 18, 
November 30 and May 1 actions. 

As before, the day will be organized in a non- 
hierarchical way, as a decentralized and 
informal network of grass roots groups that 
employ non-authoritarian, grassroots 
democratic forms of organization. Examples 
of possible actions are: strikes, demos, bike 
rides, carnivals, reclaim the streets, 
occupations, etc. 

Everyone reading this should consider 
organizing a demonstration in your local town 
or city. Contact www.x21.org/s26 to see 
cities already organizing and to add your own 
info to the list. 

In Berkeley, an action march is planned to 
start at the Berkeley BART station at 6 p.m. 
Email rts_eastbay@yahoo.com for organizing 
meeting times. 

Those Eugene Anarchists 

As we go to press, we are deeply inspired 
by the determination of our comrades in 
Eugene, Oregon, more than 60 of whom were 
arrested over two nights of action June 17-18 
in a police crackdown on protests against 
capitalism and police brutality there. The 
police fired shotguns at fleeing demonstrators 
in the streets of Eugene’s downtown. More 
than 400 demonstrators smashed a police 
officer puppet with skateboards and potatoes 
before the police shot them. The veneer of 
“tolerance” of free speech in Eugene was once 
again shattered when people actually started 
speaking. Expect more of this type of 
repression as the movement for liberation 










May Day would be bigger than ever, and there 
was a lot of excitement for some more militant 
tactics this year. Months of planning meetings 
began. Everything was carefully coordinated. 
So much work and effort went into it that the 
result was completely the opposite of Seattle. 
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organizing efforts, but that emphasize 
individual spontaneity and collective creativity 
and militancy? Local actions could happen 
monthly or more in dozens of cities, providing 
invaluable training in street tactics. It took 
months to organize SF May Day, with dozens of 
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We can hardly belfeye it ourselves, but we're already hard at work at the 2001 
Organizer. Send us your suggestions for historical dates by July 20 to 
slingshot@tao.ca. 

' Also, if your group* wants to be listed in our resource directory, send us the name, 
address and phone number. There must be a phone number-no elitist email only 
•groups allowed! August" 10 deadline 


The 2001 Organizer will be available by October 15, 2000. 
Don’t send us orders until then, please—its too confusing. 
We’ve been out of the Y2k version for months now. 

Ordering Information for 2001: 


1 copy 
4 copies 
10 copies 


$5 

$16 

$33 



All those prices include postage. We ship quickly and you should get your organizer 
about 2 weeks after ordering. Orders sent after December 1 ship slower because of the 
postage glut, so send your order early. Single copies always ship first class. Multiple 
copies ship book rate. In December only, we will mail multiple copies first class (3 
or 4 day service) for an extra .50 cents per Organizer ordered. 


We want to do ad trades with other publications for the Organizer in exchange for an 
ad in the Autumn 2000 or Winter 2001 Slingshot. Contact us. 


If you know of an independent book store in your community that might carry the 
Organizer, let us know their name and contact info or tell them to contact us. Or, let 
us know if you want to distribute the Organizer yourself. It makes a great fundraising 
activity for Food Not Bombs chapters, rWW, etc. etc. 

Thanks for everyone's suggestions and comments. Half of everyone wanted next 
year's Organizer larger, and half wanted it smaller, so it will remain the same size! 

Slingshot Collective 

3124 Shattuck Ave. • Berkeley, CA 94705 • 510 540 0751 ex. 3 • slingshot@tao.ca 

P S. Help! We need to borrow $ 10,000 for about 6 months, starting in September, to pay 
for the 2001 Organizer. We could pay 1% interest per month, or we can provide interest in 
Organizers. (We'll pay 3 Organizers per month per $1,000 we borrow.) Let us know if you 
can help, or just send the cash in a well concealed envelope Don't worry, we're good for the 
money ... By the way, this is not a joke. 

If you still owe us $ for 1999 or Y2k, pay your Bill! You know who you are! 
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prep help, cleaning, security, etc.) The 
Center’s location will be announced soon. 

People working on setting up the LA actions 
have the following requests and tips: It’s 
better to come with an affinity group already 
formed. Please get action/civil disobedience/ 
non-violence training before you come to LA if 
possible. 

There will be a different theme every day 
during the Democratic Convention with a range 
of actions from legal marches to civil 
disobedience, etc. They're as follows: 

Monday: Human Needs Not Corporate Greed 
Tuesday: An injury to one is an injury to all 
(Gay/Lesbian/Bi/Trans, women, environmental 
racism and environmental justice) 

Wednesday: Stop Police Brutality Day/Fight 
the Prison Industrial Complex/Criminalization 
of Youth and Elders 

Thursday: Global Justice, Immigrant Rights & 
Stop Militarism. 

For info, email bayareadan@egroups.com. 

Global Day Against Capitalism 

September 26, 2000 will be the next Global 
Day of Action Against Capitalism! Many 
groups around the world are preparing for 
this event. September 26-28 the IMF and the 
World Bank are holding their 55th annual 
summit in Prague. People across Europe and 
around the world will travel to Prague or hold 
local solidarity actions. The action has been 


democratic forms of organization. Examples 
of possible actions are: strikes, demos, bike 
rides, carnivals, reclaim the streets, 
occupations, etc. 

Everyone reading this should consider 
organizing a demonstration in your local town 
or city. Contact www.x21.org/s26 to see 
cities already organizing and to add your own 
info to the list. 

In Berkeley, an action march is planned to 
start at the Berkeley BART station at 6 p.m. 
Email rts_eastbay@yahoo.com for organizing 
meeting times. 

Those Eugene Anarchists 

As we go to press, we are deeply inspired 
by the determination of our comrades in 
Eugene, Oregon, more than 60 of whom were 
arrested over two nights of action June 17-18 
in a police crackdown on protests against 
capitalism and police brutality there. The 
police fired shotguns at fleeing demonstrators 
in the streets of Eugene’s downtown. More 
than 400 demonstrators smashed a police 
officer puppet with skateboards and potatoes 
before the police shot them. The veneer of 
“tolerance” of free speech in Eugene was once 
again shattered when people actually started 
speaking. Expect more of this type of 
repression as the movement for liberation 
expands and becomes more effective. 


North American Anarchist Conference 


The august collective is organizing the 
North American Anarchist Conference 
(NAAC) to take place in Los Angeles on 
August 11-17. The purpose of the NAAC is 
to bring together anarchists from all over the 
continent in order to network, share ideas, and 
assess the current position of the anarchist 
movement. The NAAC will also serve as an 
educational tool to help inform the greater 
community about anarchism and will attempt to 
bring many new people and communities into 
the movement. 

The first three days of the NAAC (Aug. 
11-13) will be the actual conference and the 
last four days (Aug. 14-17) will coincide with 
the Democratic National Convention. It is 
envisioned that everyone who attends the 


NAAC will take part in the massive protests 
against the Democratic National Convention, as 
well. 

The NAAC will include workshops, speakers, 
and discussion groups. It will also have films, 
art displays, and other cultural and artistic 
elements of the Anarchist movement included 
in the program. The program for the NAAC is 
still under construction and input will be gladly 
accepted. 

Please contact the August Collective to 
learn more about the NAAC and the collective, 
itself, e-mail (& to be added to mailing list): 
augustcollective_la@disinfo.net; August 
Collective; P.O. Box 6188; Fullerton, CA 
92834; http://naac.8m.com. 













Tips and Tactics for 
Militant Activists 


By P. Wingnut 

Hey Kids! With all the massive protests 
planned this summer for Philadelphia and Los 
Angeles, and the NAB convention right here in 
San Francisco to shut down in September, 
check out these tips for militant demos, some 
of them updated from the July 1989 Slingshot 
published for the SF Anarchist Day of Action 
of that year, some from a great package sent 
out by Canadians who recently protested the 
World Petroleum Congress, and some we just 
thought of. 

What to Bring Carrying water in a squirt 
bottle, for drinking and for gas/pepper spray, 
is highly recommended. Use a fanny pack or 
bag that doesn’t get in the way in case you 
have to run. A bandanna or cloth to hide your 
face from photos and teargas is also a good 


block from any sizable police presence. Look 
for alleys with lots of dumpsters. It only takes 
2 or 3 people to roll the dumpster to the 
middle of the street and turn it over. 3 or 4 
dumpsters will completely block a large street. 
Construction sites also have lots of good 
barricade building stuff. Temporary chain link 
fences mounted atop steel pipe stands are 
especially great because you can drag them 
into the street blocking the whole thing at 
once. Newsboxes, heavy cement trashcans, and 
other urban debris are also great. 

Mobile tactics Sometimes blockades and 
barricades work; other times, they play right 
into the cop’s hands. The cop’s job is to keep 
order. The most orderly situation for police 
commanders is where they know where all the 
demonstrators are and they have them 
surrounded. That represents order. The 
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Trash their 
conventions! 


Continued from page 1 

; and Republicans. The following corporations’ 
y donations simultaneously put them in the top 

► 20 contributors to the Democrats and the 
y Republicans: Philip Morris, Atlantic Richfield 

► (ARCO), AT&T/TCI, MCI WorldCom and The 

► Seagram Co. MCI gave almost precisely the 

► same amount to each party: $1,459,029 to the 

► Democrats and $1,423,298 to the 

► Republicans. Corporations give money to both 

► parties simultaneously because they’re buying 
f the same thing from both. Funding for both 

► parties is a who’s who of corporate America. 
>Walt Disney Co, Goldman Sachs, Mattel, 

* Viacom, Citigroup and BellSouth have 

* provided major funding for the Democrats and 

* Al Gore. Nabisco, Archer Daniels Midland, 

► UST, Bell Atlantic/NYNEX, Pfizer, Enron, 

| Chevron and Merrill Lynch are major 
| Republican contributors. 

’ What Is To Be Done 

y Disrupting the conventions isn’t about 

► “protesting” the Republicrats—its about 
» creating a crisis where it can’t be ignored— 
. creating a visual inspiration towards an 

► alternative to politics, corporations and 

► government at all. During Seattle, the media 
k didn’t accurately report the anti-globalization 

► critique of the thousands in the streets, but it 

► didn’t matter. Millions of people around the 

► world intuitively understood the message 

► conveyed by the chaos in the streets: the 

► veneer of “satisfaction” with business as usual 

► sold daily by the media is a lie. That simple 

* realization, which rarely breaks through the 
' sitcoms and talk shows and daily commute, was 
: a wake-up call more powerful than a million 

flyers. The conventions represent another 
y opportunity to expand the sense that 

somethinn is very wronn and vnu don’t have to 


In Philadelphia, marches or actions are 
planned for July 29, 30, 31 and August 1 and 
2. The Philadelphia Direct Action Group is 
planning a series of direct actions against the 
US electoral system and for participatory 
democracy. PDAG is calling for a convergence 
July 24-30, followed by a March for Economic 
Human Rights July 31, and actions targeting 
the Convention August 2 and the Prison 



Industrial Complex August 1. Leftists are 
sponsoring a march and Rally entitled “Unity 
2000” on July 30: gather at JFK Blvd near 
30th St. train Station for march to a rally. 

Shutting down the Republicrats is about 
far more than promoting a third party 
alternative, or putting pressure on the parties 
or government. Ultimately, its up to people 
everywhere to build a new way of life apart 
from corporations, apart from governments 






















Militant Activists 


By P. Wingnut 

Hey Kids! With all the massive protests 
planned this summer for Philadelphia and Los 
Angeles, and the NAB convention right here in 
San Francisco to shut down in September, 
check out these tips for militant demos, some 
of them updated from the July 1989 Slingshot 
published for the SF Anarchist Day of Action 
of that year, some from a great package sent 
out by Canadians who recently protested the 
World Petroleum Congress, and some we just 
thought of. 

What to Bring Carrying water in a squirt 
bottle, for drinking and for gas/pepper spray, 
is highly recommended. Use a fanny pack or 
bag that doesn’t get in the way in case you 
have to run. A bandanna or cloth to hide your 
face from photos and teargas is also a good 
idea. If weather permits, water repellent 
clothes protect skin from pepper spray. 
Layers are good because they provide padding 
and can be used for disguises/escape. Bring 
some non-black clothes in case you need to 
“blend in”. If it’s going to be hot and sunny, 
wear a hat and sun protection so you can stay 
out longer. Wear good running shoes. Don’t 
wear contact lenses, jewelry, long hair or 
anything hanging the cops can grab, or any oil 
based skin product. Never bring drugs or 
anything that would get you in trouble if 
arrested. Never bring address books or 
sensitive information. Gas masks, goggles and 
helmets make you a target but can be useful. 

Affinity Groups/Decision Making Affinity 
groups are small action cells—usually 6-12 
people—who share attitudes about tactics 
and organize themselves for effectiveness and 
protection. The best affinity groups are 
people with pre-existing relationships who 
know and trust each other intimately. 
Decisions are (hopefully) made democratically, 
face-to-face and quickly on the spot. There is 
often division of labor in affinity groups: 
someone doing an action, others acting as 
lookout, someone at home as support in case of 
trouble, etc. Talking about politics, tactics 
and group process, trust building and practice 
in advance helps, but organizing a group the 


block from any sizable police presence. Look 
for alleys with lots of dumpsters. It only takes 
2 or 3 people to roll the dumpster to the 
middle of the street and turn it over. 3 or 4 
dumpsters will completely block a large street. 
Construction sites also have lots of good 
barricade building stuff. Temporary chain link 
fences mounted atop steel pipe stands are 
especially great because you can drag them 
into the street blocking the whole thing at 
once. Newsboxes, heavy cement trashcans, and 
other urban debris are also great. 

Mobile tactics Sometimes blockades and 
barricades work; other times, they play right 
into the cop’s hands. The cop’s job is to keep 
order. The most orderly situation for police 
commanders is where they know where all the 
demonstrators are and they have them 
surrounded. That represents order. The 
worst situation for the cops is where they 
aren’t sure where demonstrators will pop up 
next, or what they’ll do. If the heat is on at a 
blockade, sometimes the best thing to do is 
send a mobile group a couple of blocks away 
and divert police resources away from 
repressing the blockade. Open a second front. 
Open new situations lots of places 5 minutes 
apart, so as soon as cops get to one place, they 
have to move to another. The confusion will 
keep the cop radio channels tied up and 
perhaps save or prolong a blockade in a crucial 
location. The cops are organized centrally, and 
their central commanders can only deal with so 
many situations at once before their lines of 
command start to break down. 

Unarresting In chaotic arrest situations 
where demonstrators vastly outnumber cops, 
it is often possible to “unarrest” unlucky folks 
who get grabbed. Each case is different, but 
consider this option as an alternative to 
depression at watching friends and family 
captured. The cops are trained to retreat and 
abandon a prisoner if things get out of hand. 

Tear Gas Stay calm and focused. If there is 
wind, the gas may blow away quickly so don’t 
freak out immediately. Use a bandanna soaked 
with water, witch hazel, vinegar, lemon juice, or 
antidote ( ? ) over your nose and mouth to 
help breath. Keep eyes barely open or closed 


' Viacom, Citigroup and BellSouth have 
J provided major funding for the Democrats and 
Al Gore. Nabisco, Archer Daniels Midland, 
UST, Bell Atlantic/NYNEX, Pfizer, Enron, 
Chevron and Merrill Lynch are major 
Republican contributors. 

What Is To Be Done 

Disrupting the conventions isn’t about 
“protesting” the Republicrats—its about 
creating a crisis where it can’t be ignored— 
creating a visual inspiration towards an 
alternative to politics, corporations and 
government at all. During Seattle, the media 
didn’t accurately report the anti-globalization 
critique of the thousands in the streets, but it 
didn’t matter. Millions of people around the 
world intuitively understood the message 
conveyed by the chaos in the streets: the 
veneer of “satisfaction” with business as usual 
sold daily by the media is a lie. That simple 
realization, which rarely breaks through the 
sitcoms and talk shows and daily commute, was 
a wake-up call more powerful than a million 
flyers. The conventions represent another 
opportunity to expand the sense that 
something is very wrong, and you don’t have to 
just take it. Action towards a new world is 
possible—it’s happening right now. 

Given the frustrating experience in DC, it 
may take an extra measure of creativity, 
bravery and spontaneous militancy to split the 
system wide open. You can bet there will be 
thousands of police trying to keep the streets 
cleared. Tame marches and scripted civil 
disobedience actions won’t be enough. 
Drumming and too many puppets, but not 
enough disruption, won’t cut it. Our advantage 
lies in being unpredictable, refusing to operate 
on their terms, speaking the truth in the face 
of corporate obfuscation, and having fun while 
doing all of it. Have you ever seen a cop smile? 

A wide variety of marches, rallies, 
alternative conventions and conferences are 
scheduled to coincide 
with the Democratic + 

Convention in Los Angeles 
August 14-17 and the 
Republican convention in 
Philadelphia July 31 
August 3. (See end of | 
article for contact info.) £ 

In Los Angeles, plans are { 
underway for the North | 

American Anarchist { 

Conference from August + 

11-17 which will nrnrppri ♦ 





Industrial Complex August 1. Leftists are 
sponsoring a march and Rally entitled “Unity 
2000” on July 30: gather at JFK Blvd near 
30th St. train Station for march to a rally. 

Shutting down the Republicrats is about 
far more than promoting a third party 
alternative, or putting pressure on the parties 
or government. Ultimately, its up to people 
everywhere to build a new way of life apart 
from corporations, apart from governments 
and parties, and apart from all coercion. 
Decisions should be made locally by all the 
people effected by the decision, not by distant 
rulers, either corporate or governmental. 
More Information 

Following is a far from exhaustive list of 
contacts organizing for this summer’s 
festivities (not including the cops, of course.) 
Contact 'em and see how you can get involved: 
The August Collective [coordinating North 
American Anarchist Conference in LA August 
11-17]: www.geocities.com/naacweb, PO Box 
6188, Fullerton, CA 92834; LA People’s 
Convention: www.peoplesconvention .com. 
Philadelphia Direct Action Group: 215 387- 
5624; www.thepartysover.org. General info: 
d2kla.org. 
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and can be used for disguises/escape. Bring 
some non-black clothes in case you need to 
“blend in”. If it’s going to be hot and sunny, 
wear a hat and sun protection so you can stay 
out longer. Wear good running shoes. Don’t 
wear contact lenses, jewelry, long hair or 
anything hanging the cops can grab, or any oil 
based skin product. Never bring drugs or 
anything that would get you in trouble if 
arrested. Never bring address books or 
sensitive information. Gas masks, goggles and 
helmets make you a target but can be useful. 

Affinity Groups/Decision Making Affinity 
groups are small action cells—usually 6-12 
people—who share attitudes about tactics 
and organize themselves for effectiveness and 
protection. The best affinity groups are 
people with pre-existing relationships who 
know and trust each other intimately. 
Decisions are (hopefully) made democratically, 
face-to-face and quickly on the spot. There is 
often division of labor in affinity groups: 
someone doing an action, others acting as 
lookout, someone at home as support in case of 
trouble, etc. Talking about politics, tactics 
and group process, trust building and practice 
in advance helps, but organizing a group the 
night before an action is better than nothing. 
A few affinity groups can get together in 
clusters, and clusters or affinity groups can 
send representatives to spokes councils for 
democratic decision making in large group 
situations. 

In a chaotic situation, affinity groups make 
decision making (as opposed to just reacting) 
possible, and protect individuals. Affinity 
groups with experience and a vision can take 
the initiative when people are standing around 
wondering what to do next. 

Lock Downs There’s too much to write 
about lockdowns for the scope of this article. 
They are an important innovation over a sit-in, 
where cops just arrive and haul people off. 
Locking down allows people to block an area or 
intersection longer and more effectively 
because the police have to cut people out or 
torture them to make them unlock. Lockdowns 
use U-locks or steel tubes with locks inside. 

Building Barricades A more controversial 
but highly effective way of causing disruption 
is to build barricades in the streets. This 
doesn’t usually involve property destruction 
(although it can) and is best done at least a 


blockade, sometimes the best thing to do is 
send a mobile group a couple of blocks away 
and divert police resources away from 
repressing the blockade. Open a second front. 
Open new situations lots of places 5 minutes 
apart, so as soon as cops get to one place, they 
have to move to another. The confusion will 
keep the cop radio channels tied up and 
perhaps save or prolong a blockade in a crucial 
location. The cops are organized centrally, and 
their central commanders can only deal with so 
many situations at once before their lines of 
command start to break down. 

Unarresting In chaotic arrest situations 
where demonstrators vastly outnumber cops, 
it is often possible to “unarrest” unlucky folks 
who get grabbed. Each case is different, but 
consider this option as an alternative to 
depression at watching friends and family 
captured. The cops are trained to retreat and 
abandon a prisoner if things get out of hand. 

Tear Gas Stay calm and focused. If there is 
wind, the gas may blow away quickly so don’t 
freak out immediately. Use a bandanna soaked 
with water, witch hazel, vinegar, lemon juice, or 
antidote ( ? ) over your nose and mouth to 
help breath. Keep eyes barely open or closed 
until gas dissipates. If the gas is heavy, walk 
calmly to clean air if you have to. In Seattle, 
many, many blockades held strong after being 
teargassed, so it isn’t always necessary to run 
away from gas. Everyone has to decide 
individually what their body can accept, no 
questions asked. Throwing gas canisters back 
is heroic and looks great but be careful of 
hitting other demonstrators or burning your 
hand. The canister might be fairly cool right 
after it goes off but it heats up quickly—a 
heavy glove helps. Also, watch out about 
heavily gassing yourself while picking up and 
throwing the canister. Know where you might 
throw it before picking it up. 

Pepper Spray If still wet on skin, carefully 
sponge off. Don’t spread it around. Don’t rub 
eyes or touch face. It can get in your eyes 
hours later if you wash hands or face, even if it 
didn’t originally hit your eyes. Two treatment 
ideas: (1) wipe mineral oil on skin. Immediately 
wipe all off with rubbing alcohol. The oil traps 
the chemicals, so take it all off. (2) mix 10 % 
vegetable or mineral oil with water and 1 tbs 
of liquid dish soap. Wipe solution on skin and 
rinse off with water or babvwipes. 


► may take an extra measure of creativity, 

► bravery and spontaneous militancy to split the 

► system wide open. You can bet there will be 

► thousands of police trying to keep the streets 

► cleared. Tame marches and scripted civil 

► disobedience actions won’t be enough. 

► Drumming and too many puppets, but not 

► enough disruption, won’t cut it. Our advantage 

► lies in being unpredictable, refusing to operate 

► on their terms, speaking the truth in the face 

► of corporate obfuscation, and having fun while 
’ doing all of it. Have you ever seen a cop smile? 

► A wide variety of marches, rallies, 
* alternative conventions and conferences are 


rulers, either corporate or governmental. 

More Information 

Following is a far from exhaustive list of 
contacts organizing for this summer’s 
festivities (not including the cops, of course.) 
Contact ’em and see how you can get involved: 
The August Collective [coordinating North 
American Anarchist Conference in LA August 
11-17]: www.geocities.com/naacweb, PO Box 
6188, Fullerton, CA 92834; LA People’s 
Convention: www.peoplesconvention .com. 
Philadelphia Direct Action Group: 215 387- 
5624; www.thepartysover.org. General info: 
d2kla.org. 
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Convention from August 
10-17, including 
nominations for an 
independent national* 
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progressive political 
analysis throughout the 
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forum for third-party 
candidates. 
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The above named publication has been rejected because it contains articles providing information about other 
inmates, their causes, organizations and strategies within state and federal prisons. Specifically, pages ten and 
eleven contain articles written by other inmates. Program Statement 5266.09, "Incoming Publications," section 
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14, Correspondence Between Confined Inmates, "An inmate may be permitted to correspond with an inmate 
confined in any other penal or correctional institution, if the other inmate is either a member of the immediate 
family, or is a party or a witness in a legal action in which both inmates are involved. Such correspondence 
may be approved in other exceptional circumstances, with particular regard to the security level of the 
institution, the nature of the relationship between the two inmates and whether the inmate has other regular 
correspondence." This rule applies to third party correspondence. 

You may request to review the publication for the purposes of filing an appeal under the Administrative 
Remedy Procedure, unless such review may provide information which is deemed to pose a threat or detriment 
to the security of this institution. If an appeal is not received within 20 days, this publication will be returned 
to the publisher. In the event an appeal is filed, the rejected publication will be held at the institution until the 
appeal process is completed. 

A copy of this notification has been sent to the publisher/sender who may obtain an independent review of this 
rejection by writing to the Regional Director, Gateway Complex Tower II, 8th Floor, 4th and State Avenue, 
Kansas City, Kansas 66101-2492, within 20 days of receipt of that copy. 


VW 


M 


Michael V. Pugh, Warden 

MVP/rjm 

. cc: Longhaul 
** 3124 Shattuck Ave. 

J Berkeley, CA 94705 













action calendar. 


camp t0 
at 

tests, 

ciety- 


o an c Ju, y 28 * 6 p m. 

t>an Francisco Critical Mass The 
, 2a . (Embarcadero BART) Last 

working Friday of each 


July 14 • 5:30 p.m. 

Berkeley Critical Mass bike ride, 
lather @ Berkeley BART. Second 
Friday of each month. 


July 15 

risons. Protest Tch W ° men ‘ : 
lnfo: 510 665-1935 PnSOn 


i month. 


July 31-August 3 

Republican Convention in 
Philadelphia. 

Actions/protests,/convergence all 

week. See article, page 1 


August 4-6 

Earth First! Western Regional 
Rendez-vous. WHERE? 831 425- 
3205 for info. . 


August 11-17 

North American Anarchist 
Conference. (See article page 10.; 

August 13 • noon 
Protest for Mumia at DNC in LA. 
Assemble at 5th & Olive. Info: 213 
487-2368. 

September 10 • 4 P' 111 : 

Sii nq shot new volunteer meeting. 

Get involved in publishing 
^linoshott 3124 Shattuck Ave 
S ^Berkeley. 510 540*751^ 

September 22 m ^ m 

Protest the National Association ofl 
Broadcasters annual convention ir 1 
^ San Francisco. 


July 1-13 

Protest encampment at 
Vandenberg Air Force base to 
protest "Star Wars" missile defense 
testing. Info: 510 843-3474 

July 4 2 p.m. 

Annual TV smashing; People's Park 
in Berkeley, 

July 7 • 6:30 p.m. 

Berkeley Women's Clitoral Mass. 
Gather @ Mama Bears, Telegraph & 
65th First Friday of each month. 


sSc^Free 0 ^ dinn ^3124 
July 16 

Rally for Mumia, Dolores Park, 


July 21 • 6 p.m. 

Oakland Critical Mass dinner bike 
ride. Gather at City Hall, 14th & 
Broadway. Each month rides to a 
different restaurant. Third Friday of 
each month. 

July 22 • 9 p.m. - late 

Movie night at Underhill parking lot 
(College and Haste) to deman 
housing, not parking. 

Saturday night. (See page 6.) 


Long Haul Infoshop Radical Library 


August 5 & 6 * 1:30 p.m. 

San Francisco Mime Troop 
production of "Eating It" tackles 
qenetic engineering. Live Oak 
Park Shattuck & Berryman in 
Berkeley. Free. Call 415 285-1717 
for other show locations/times. 

August 6 

55th anniversary of nuclear 
bombing of Hiroshima. Protest at 
Livermore Lab and UC Berkeley. 
Info: 510 843-3474. 

August 9 

Bicycle Friendly Berkeley CoaUUon 
picnic. Info: 549-7433 

August 11 • 8 p.m. - late 

Long Haul Infoshop 7th Birthday 
Party! Free dance party, live 
music, vegan birthday cake. 3124 
Shattuck Ave., Berkeley. 


September 26 

Global Day of Action Against f 
Corporate Domination, ^ 

Globalization and Capitalism to 

coincide with IMF/World Bank 
meeting in Prague. Info 

www.x21 ,org/s26.lnBerkeley^ 

gather at Berkeley BART at 6 p.m. 
for march and action. 

Pastbav@yahoo. com f o nnfo 

octouer / 

Convergence of protest 
Vandenberg Air force base. Protest 
US nuclear arsenal, missile de ’®^ se 
system and militarism. Call 510 • 

843-3474 for info. — 

Nati0 wS«y°'^" B “ ck and 

Oclober , 
Deadline for Slingshot 


issue #70. 


Monday ($ only) 6 _ 9 pm 
Tuesday 6“9 pm 
Wednesday 6 _ 9 pm 

3124 Shattuck Ave. Berkeley 


Thursday 6“9 pm 
Sunday 6 - 9 pm 
Cafe night 730 

(BIO) B40-075I 


1 Long Haul if “ last issue ” on ,abel reads 68 see P a 9 e 210 continue subscription 
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